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FOR  THE  EVANGELIST. 

AN  EXPOSITION  OF  PHILIPPIANS  ii.  10,  11. 

• 

This  portion  of  scripture,  like  many  others  in  the  word  of  God  has 
been  perverted.  It  has  been^quoted  in  support  of  a  doctrine,  which 
can  find  no  support,  either  from  this,  or  any  other  part  of  scripture, 
Srhen  rightly  interpreted  and  understood ; — I^sean  the  doctrine  of  unU 
versal  sdvation.  Those  who  believe  in  this  doctrine  place  not  a  lit« 
tie  reliance  on  this  declaration  of  the  apostle  in  proof  of  it.  Their 
idea  is,  that  when  it  is  said  that  every  knee  shall  bow,  and  every  tongue 
confess,  it  amounts  to  an  assertion  that  all  m|p  sooner  or  later,  wiA 
become  the  true  and  spiritual  worshippers  Lord  Jesus  ChrisL 

I  propose  to  examine  the  passage  and  see  whenRr  this  be  its  meaning. 

It  is  a  quotation  from  the  4dth  chapter  of  Isaiah.  I  have  sworn 
by  myself,  the  word  is  gone  out  of  my  mouth  in  righteousness,  and 
shall  not  return,  that  unto  me,  every  knee  shall  bow,  and  every  tongue 
shall  swear.” 

The  word  swear ^  is  in  the  New  Testament  rendered  confess^  which 
is  a  literal  translation  from  the  Septuagint,  from  which,  it  is  probable, 
the  apostle  made  his  quotation.  In  view  of  those  therefore  who  trans¬ 
lated  the  Hebrew  Bible  into  the  Greek  language,  swearing  to  Ood^ 
must  be  a  phrase  of  synonymous  import  with  confessing  tq  God.  Bj 
ascertaining  the  meaning  of  the  Ijatter^  we  shall  of  course,  have  the 
meaning  of  the  former. 

But  before  I  proceed  to  inquire  what  is  meant  by  bowing  and  coii- 
fessing  to  Christ,  it  will  be  proper  to  notice  who  are  to  be  made  te 
bow  and  confess.  The  passage  informs  •us,  that  it  is  **  of  things  in 
heaven,  and  things  on  the  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth.”  This, 

1  suppose,  it  will  be  acknowledged,  is  a  periphrasis  for  the  universe. 
By  things  in  heaven,  we  are  doubtless  to  understand  the  inhabitants  of 
heaven ;  by  the  things  on  earth  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth ;  and  by 
the  things  under  the  earth,”  those  who  are  in  the  state  of  the  dead ; 
together  with  the  fallen  angels,  who  are  declared  to  be  cast  **down  to 
hell,  and  delivered  into  chains  of  darkness,  to  be  reserved  unto  judg¬ 
ment.”  All  the  created  intelligences,  of  whatever  moral  character, 
who  occupy  the  three  worlds,  of  heaven,  earth,  and  hell,  constitute, 
then,  those  that  must  bow  the  knee  to  Christ.  And  here  I  cannot  but 
remark  that  the  passage  under  consideration,  if  it  prove  any  thiiig  io 
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favor  of  universal  salvation,  proves  too  much  ; — unless  the  advocates 
of  that  doctfine  suppose  that  Christ  died  for  fallen  angels  as  well  as 
fallen  men.  For  if  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  universe  are  to  be  made 
to  love  and  serve  Christ,  the  fallen  angels,  must,  of  course,  be  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  number.  But  does  the  bible  teach  us  that  there  is  any  pro¬ 
vision  made,  for  the  salvation  of  this  class  of  beings  ?  Did  Christ  die 
;fpr  them  ?  We  read  that  he  “  tasted  death  for  every  man that  is  for 
all  mankind. — Also  that  at  the  birth  of  Christ,  the  angelic  host  sang  in 
the  hearing  of  the  shepherds  ; — “  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on 
earth,  peace,  good  will  towards  msw.”  “For  unto  you  (unto  men)  is 
bom,  this  day,  in  the  city  of  David,  a  Saviour  which  is  (j||^rist,  the 
Lord.”  Here  is  a  Saviour  for  men ;  but  not  for  devils.  How  then  cgn 
they  be  saved  ? 

I  will  now  inquire  what  is  meant  by  boi^g  the  knee  to  Christ ;  and 
confessing  to  Christ. 

To  how  down^  and  to  bow  the  knee  are  forms  of  expression  often  us¬ 
ed  to  denote  subjection.  Thus  the  dream  of  Joseph  gave  offence  to 
his  brethren,  because  according  tq  it  their  sheaves  made  obeisance  to 
bis  sheaf.  “  Shalt  thou,”  said  they  to  him,  “  indeed  reign  over  us  ? 
or  shalt  thou  have  dominion  over  us  ?”  And  thus,  too,  when  this 
same  Joseph  was  made  governor  over  all  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  made 
to  ride  in  the  “  second  •chariot,”  they  cried  before  him,  “  Bow  theP 
knee^^^  in  token  of  subjection  to  him.  So  bowing  the  knee  to  Christ, 
«nd  confessing  to  Christ,  (for  the  latter  mode  of  expression  I  take  to 
be  of  the  same  import  with  the  former)  denote  subjection  to  him.  But 
this  subjection  may  bd^either  voluntary  or  forced.  In  respect  to  the 
an^ls  of  heaven,  it  mvoluniary.  It  is  their  pleasure  to  serve  him. 
With  the  utmost  chwrfulness  and  delight,  they  cast  their  crowns  at 
his  feet,  and  ascribe  to  him,  the  glory  which  is  his  due.  In  respect  to 
a  part  of  Adanfs  race,  too,  this  subjection  will  be  voluntary.  All,*  who 
are  the  true  and  sincere  disciples  of  Christ,  serve  him,  not  by  con¬ 
straint  but  willingly.  Of  their  own  free  choice,  they  yield  themselves 
up  into  his  hands,  and  are  desirous  of  employing  their  every  faculty  in 
the  promotion  of  his  glory. — But  as  it  respects  wicked  men  and  devils^ 
this  subjection  will  be  forced.  They  will  not  submit  to  Christ,  be¬ 
cause  they  perceive  any  beauty  in  his  character,  or  take  any  pleasure 
in  his  service  ;  but  because  they  will  find  resistance  to  him  to  be  vain. 

Hence  the  subjection  of  the  finally  impenitent  is  spoken  of  in  the 
scriptures,  in  very  different  language  from  that  which  is  used  to  denote 
the  subjection  of  the  righteous.  That  of  the  latter  is  thus  expressed  : 
*‘Thy  people  shall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power.”  ‘‘Anew 
heart  also  will  I  give  you,  ond  a  new  spirit  will  I  put  within  you.” 
“  But  now  in  Christ  Jesus,  ye  who  sometime  were  afar  off  are  made 
nigh  by  the  blood  of  Christ.”  Those  who  are  subjected  to  Christ  in 
this  way,  are  sweetly  influenced  to  lay  aside  their  opposition,  and  to 
devote  themselves  to  his  service. 

That  of  the  former  thus  : — “  Thou  shalt  break  them  with  a  rod  of 
iron;  thou  shalt  dash  them  in* pieces  like  a  potter’s, vessel.” — ”  A^ee 
with  thine  adversary  quickly,  while  thou  art  in  the  way  with  him ; 
lest  at  any  time  the  adversary  deliver  thee  to  the  judge,  and  the  judge 
deliver  thee  to  the  officer,  and  thou  be  cast  into  prison.” — ”  The  wick¬ 
ed  shall  be  turned  into  hell,  and  all  the  nations  that  forget  God.” 

An  enemy  may  always  be  considered  as  subdued,  when  he  is  placed  in 
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a  sitoation  in  which,  he  can  do  no  farther  mischief.  In  this  waj  re¬ 
bellions  in  ciril  governments  are  quelled.  When  you  tqke  from  the 
rebels  their  weapons,  and  confine  them  in  prison,  and  thus  render 
them  incapable i)i  injury  to  the  government,  they  are  with  propriety 
said  to  be  subdued.  And  thus  will  Christ  subdue  his  final  enemies. 
He  will  take  from  them  all  the  armour  in  which  they  trusted,  bind  them 
band  and  foot  and  cast  them  into  outer  darkness. 

But  it  may  asked,  **  Are  not  wicked  men  and  devils  now  in  sub¬ 
jection  to  Christ  ?”  Not  in  the  full  sense  of  the  passage  under  conside¬ 
ration.  They  are,  it  is  true,  subjects  of  his  moral  government ;  and 
be  can  coo|rol  them  according  to  his  pleasure  ;  but  he  does  not,  in  gen¬ 
eral,  compel  them,  in  this  world  to  an  acknowledgement  of  him  as  their 
So|^reign  Lord.  This  however,  we  are  assured,  he  will  do,  before 
he  shall  resign  the  kingdom  which  he  holds  as  Mediator.  **  For  be 
must  reign  till  he  hath  put  all  enemies  under  his  feet.’’  I  have  said 
that  wicked  men  and  devils  are  not  brought  into  subjection  in  this  world 
in  the  full  sense  of  the  passage  I  am  considering.  But  to  a  certain  ex¬ 
tent  they  are  here  made  to  bow  and  confess  to  Christ.  This  is  some¬ 
times  the  case  with  them  in  view  of  alarming  Providences ;  such  as  a 
raging  pestilence,  or  desolating  storm.  At  such  seasons  the  most  stout¬ 
hearted  have  been  made  to  tremble,  and  to  acknowledge  the  hand  of 
the  Lord.  The  same  has  frequently  been  found  true,  in  seasons  of  re¬ 
ligious  revival.  Even  the  scoffing  infidel,  has  then  been  known  to  con¬ 
fess,  that  the  Lord  was  with  the  people  of  a  truth,  and  that  wonders 
were  indeed  wrought  bv  the  power  of  the  holy  child  Jesus.  A  striking 
instance  of  this  kind  of  subjection  we  have  in  Judas.  He  had  wicked¬ 
ly  betrayed  his  Lord  and  Master  into  the  hands  of  sinners  ;  yet,  after 
dl,  he  was  compelled  by  the  power  of  his  conscience  to  declare,  **  I 
have  sinned,  in  that  I  bsjK  betrayed  the  innocent  blodd” — a  declara¬ 
tion  which  condemns  hflRelf,  and  puts  honor  upon  the  Saviour. 

Another  instance,  if  ecclesiastical  history  is  to  be  credited,  is  found 
in  Julian,  the  apostate.  Though  this  man  had  traduced  the  religion 
of  the  gospel,  and  done  every  thing  in  his  power  to  discredit  its  tri¬ 
umphs  ;  yet  was  he  ultimately  made  to  bow  to  Christ.  Having  re¬ 
ceived  a  wound  from  a  Persian  lance,  which  he  foresaw  would  prove 
mortal,  he  caught  a  handful  of  his  blood,  and  casting  it  into  the  air, 
excldmed  “  O  Galilean,  thou  hast  conquered.” 

Not  only  men,  but  deoils  also  have, .in  some  instances,  acknowledg¬ 
ed  their  subjection  to  Christ  in  the  present  world.  At  his  word  they 
were  forced  to  leave  those  whom  they  had  long  possessed.  Without 
his  permission  they  could  not  enter  the  herd  of  swine.  They  even 
put  themselves  into  the  attitude  of  suppliants,  and  besought  his  favof 
from  time  to  time.  Thus  they  gave  an  attestation  to  his  divine  mis¬ 
sion,  and  acknowledged  him,  the  sovereign  Lord.  But  the  day  of 
judgment  is  the  time,  when  the  words  under  consideration  will  be  ver¬ 
ified  in  their  full  eitent.  So  the  apostle  Paul,  informs  us.  In  the 
14th  chapter  of  his  epistle  to  the  Romans,  he  thus  interrogates  them. 

But  why  dost  thou  judge  thy  brother  ?  or  why  dost  thou  set  at 
nought  thy  brother  ?  for  we  shall  all  stand  before  the  judgment  seat 
of  Christ.”  It  is  then  added  ;  “  /or  it  is  written.  As  I  live,  saith  the 
Lord,  every  knee  shall  bow  to  me  ;  and  every  tongue  confess  to  God.” 
So  then,  the  conclusion  is,  every  one  of  us,  shall  give  an  account  of 
himself  to  God.”  Here  then  the  period  is  fixed,  when  all  most  sub- 
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nit  to  Christ ;  viz.  when  they  appear  before  him  to  give  op  their  ac- 
couDt.  In  perfect  agreement  with  this  idea  is  the  account  which  we 
have  in  the  15th  chapter  of  the  1  Cor.  about  Christ’s  resigning  the  me¬ 
diatorial  kingdom.  Speaking  of  the  time,  when  all  Jbe  disciples  of 
Christ  shall  be  raised  incorruptible  and  glorious,  the  apostle  observes,  ^ 
**  Then  cometh  the  end,  when  be  shall  h^ye  delivered  up  the  kingdom 
to  God,  even  the  Father,  when  he  shall  have  put  down  all  rule,  and  au¬ 
thority  and  power.  For  he  must  reign  till  he  hath  ^t  all  enemies 
under  bis  feet.  And  when  all  things  shall  be  subdued  unto  him,  then 
shall  the  son  also  himself,  be  subject  to  him  that  put  all  things  under  / 
him,  that  God  may  be  all  in  all.”  At  the  end  of  the  world,  then,  or  . . 
the  day  of  judgmenttflwhich  will  be  at  the  end  of  the  world,  Christji^ill 
subdue  all  things  unto  himself,  or  finish  the  work  of  conquest  as9n-* 
ed  him. 

Now,  if  bowing  the  knee  to  Christ  and  confessing  to  him,  mean  that 
all  are  to  be  subdued  in  heart,  and  made  his  willing  and  obedient  sub¬ 
jects,  then  the  unavoidable  consequence  is,  that  in  that  great  day,  he 
will  have  no  enemies  to  condemn.  And  is  it  so  ?  Will  he  have  none 
to  condemn  ?  Let  the  Bible  furnish  an  answer.  “  When  the  Son  of 
Man  shall  come  in  his  glory,  and  all  the  holy  angels  with  him,  then 
shall  he  sit  upon  the  throne  of  his  glory,  and  before  him  sholl  be 
gathered  all  nations  ;  and  he  shall  separate  them,  one  from  another, 
as  a  shepherd  divideth  his  sheep  from  the  goats  ;  and  he  shall 
set  the  sheep  on  his  right  hand,  but  the  goats  on  his  left.  Then  shall 
the  king  say  unto  them  on  his  right  hand.  Come  ye  blessed  of  my  Fa¬ 
ther,  inherit  the  kingdom,  prepared  for  you,  from  the  foundation  of 
the  world. — Then  shall  he  say  also  unto  them  on  the  left  hand.  De¬ 
part  from  me,  ye  cursed,  into  everlasting  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil 
and  his  angels.  And  these  shall  go  away  intQ|gv.erlasting  punishment ; 
but  the  righteous  into  life  eternal.”  From  t^r  result  of  the  judgment 
it  is  obvious,  that  the  passage  under  consideration  cannot  mean,  in  re¬ 
spect  to  all,  a  hearty  and  voluntary  subjection  to  Christ ;  but  simply  a 
Jorced  acknowledgment  of  the  righteousness  of  his  character,  and  the 
equity  of  his  administration.  By  forced  acknowledgement  1  do  not 
mean,  that  the  wicked  will  be  compelled  to  make  any  concessions  con¬ 
trary  to  the  conviction  of  their  own  minds  ;  but  that  they  will  then  be 
^convicted  of  their  iniquities,  and  own  that  the  claim  of  God  to  their 
hearts  and  services,  is  a  righteous  claim.  But  this  conviction  will  not 
ensure  right  affections  of  heart.  It  does  not  in  the  present  world. 
How  often  have  we  seen  persons,  thus  convicted  ;  taking  all  the  blame  j 
of  their  iniquities  to  themselves,  and  justifying  the  ways  of  Jehovah  ; 
who  yet  gave  no  evidence  of  being  conformed  to  his  image  ?  So,  I  ap¬ 
prehend,  it  will  be  at  the  day  of  judgment.  While  sihners  will  be 
convinced  of  their  wickedness,  and  stand  trembling  in  awful  amaze¬ 
ment  before  their  judge,  they  will  feel  no  union  to  his  person,  nor  pos¬ 
sess  any  love  to  his  character.  Of  this  conviction  the  apostle  Jude 
thus  speaks  ;  Behold  the  Lord  cometh  with  ten  thousand  of  his  saints 
to  execute  judgment  upon  all,  and  to  convince  all  that  are  ungodly 
among  them  of  all  their  ungodly  deeds  which  they  hate  ungodly  com¬ 
mitted,  and  of  all  the  hard  speeches  which  ungdttly  sinners  have  spok- 
/•n  against  him.”  By  the  light  ot  divine  truth  upon  their  minds,  Christ 
will  soBStrain  them  to  an  acknowledgement  of  their  guilt  in  setting  him 
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at  nought ;  and  thus  will  they  be  made  to  bow  the  knee  to  him»  and  ^ 
make  confession  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father. 

If  the  exposition  now  given  be  correct,  it  is  obvious  to  remark,  that 
the  finally  impenitent  will  hereafter  be  covered  with  sh^e  and  confu* 

aion. 

This  necessarily  results  from  the  fact,  that  they  must  all  bow  the 
knee  to  Christ,  and  confess  him  to  be  the  righteous  God.  Among  the 
enemies  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  there  are  some  who  consider  him  as  an 
impostor;  and  treat  the  whole  system  of  Christianity  as  a  cunningly 
.  devised  fable,  fit  only  to  amtlse  the  credulous,  and  designed  to  lead  the 
ignorant  into  error.  Others  there  are,,  who  believe  in  the  truth  of 
divide  revelation,  and  in  the  necessity  of  being  interested  in  the  mer¬ 
its  6f  the  Saviour’s  death,  who  still  do  not  become  his  disciples.  His 
religion  requires  too  much  self-denial  to  gain  their  affections,  and  se¬ 
cure  their  homage.  But  all  his  enemies,  whether  open  and  avowed 
infidels,  or  mere  speculative  believers,  must  be  compelled  to  bow  the 
knee  to  him.  And  O !  what  shame  will  cover  them,  while  they  stand 
at  his  judgment-seat  crimsoned  with  the  guilt  of  rejecting  his  invita¬ 
tions,  and  trampling  upon  his  blood !  Thibk  of  this,  ye  who  are  now 
ashamed  of  Christ ;  who  stand  aloof  from  his  people,  and  restrain  pray¬ 
er  before  him !  Think  of  the  wretchedness  of  your  condition,  if  you 
'should  not  submit  to  Christ,  cheerfully  and  heartily,  before  the  day  of 
your  probation  comes  to  an  end ! 

AV.  A, 


FOR  THE  EVANGELIST. 

CITIES  OF  REFUGE.  NO.  III. 

Having  in  a  former  number,  pointed  out  a  resemblance  between  the 
manslayer  in  Israel,  and  the  cities  of  his  refuge,  and  that  of  sinners  and ' 
the  gospel,  my  object  in  this,  is  to  point  out  several  particulars,  in  which 
this  resemblance  fails  ;  because  the  refuge  typified  is  infinitely  more  ew* 
celienl  than  its  antetype.  For  in  all  things  Jesus  halh  the  pre’-erninencem 
1.  The  Israelitish  cities  of  refuge,  merely  rescued  the  refugee  from 
the  avenger  of  blood,  and  saved  him  from  present  death.  No  other  ben¬ 
efits  were  conferred  on  him,  who  took  refuge  in  this  city.  With  respect 
'  to  other  transgressions,  of  which  he  might  be  ^ilty,  the  city  of  refuge  af¬ 
forded  hirai  no  benefit.  By  taking  refuge  in  the  city,  he  did  not  secure 
the  favor  and  enjoyment  of  God.  And 'even  the  protection,  which  was 
granted  him,  was  secured  by  a  kind  of  bondage.  He  must  remain  for  a 

season,  confined  within  that  city. - Not  so  the  man  who  flees  for  refbge 

.  to  Jesus  Christ.  He  is  not  merely  delivered  from  the  avenger  of  blood  ; 
but  he  is  brought  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  sons  of  God.  He  be¬ 
comes  a  citizen  of  Zion.  He  is  adopted  into  the  family  of  Christ,  and 
made  an  heir  of  God  and  a  joint  heir  with  Christ,  to  an  inheritance,  in¬ 
corruptible,  and  uhdefilecL  and  that  fadeth  not  away.  He  is  not  only 
justified  from  all  things,  frm  which  he  could  not  be  justified  by  the  law 
of  Moses  ;  but  he  is  set  free  from  the  reigning  power  of  sin,  that  be  should 
no  longer  obey  it  in  the  lusts  thereof.  And  being  justified  by  grace,  he 
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has  peace  with  our  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  He  is  allowed 
near  access  to  his  Heavenly  Father  in  prayer ;  for  tlie  spirit  of  adoption 
is  sent  forth  into  his  heart,  crying,  Abba  Father  5^’  and  his  communion 
is  with  the  Father,  and  his  son  Jesus  Christ.  God  is  not  **  ashamed  to 
be  called  their  God,  for  he  hath  prepared  for  them  a  city.” 

2.  The  Israelitish  cities  of  refuge,  afforded  no  protection  to*the  real 
murderer.  It  was  only  the  man,  who  had  slain  his  neighbour  uninten^ 
Honallyj  who  could  be  admitted  to  the  privileges  pf  these  cities.  If  the 
wilful  murderer  fled  to  them,  he  was  to  be  dragged  thence  ;  and  after  his 
guilt  was  ascertained  before  the  proper  ^ibunal,  be  was  to'be  delivered  up 
to  the  avenger  of  blood,  to  be  put  to  death.  No  satisfaction  was  to  bw 
taken  for  his  life,  that  he  might  live.  Nor  were  these  cities  to  be  a  refuge 
from  punishment,  for  any  other  crime.  If  the  manslayer  had  been  guilty 
of  any  other  offence,  such  as  theft,  robbery,  or  blasphemy,  the  law  would 
pursue  him  for  such  ofience,  even  within  the  walls  of  the  city  of  his  refuge. 
For  crimes  like  these,  he  was  as  liable  to  sufier  there,  as  in  any  other 
city  of  Israel. — But  with  that  refuge  for  sinners,  which  the  gospel  reveals, 
the  case  is  very  difierent.  This  is  a  refuge  from  the  avenger  for  real 
crimes.  For  crimes,  too,  ofthe  deepest  malignity  ;  for  crimes  of  every 
description,  one  only  cfxcepted.  It  is  a  faithful  saying,  that  Jesns  Christ 
came  into  the  world,  to  save  even  the  chi^ of  sinners.  His  precious 
blood  applied  to  the  guilty  soul,  cleanseth  from  M  sin.  The  Jewish  cities 
of  refuge  did  not  even  hold  out  a  virtual  invitation  to  those,  who  were 
guilty  of  any  real  crime,  to  seek  protection  there.  But  in  the  gospel, 
there  is  not  merely  an  implied,  but  there  is  an  explicit  and  most  urgent  in¬ 
vitation,  to  the  most*  guilty  and  ill-deserving  of  the  children  of  wicked¬ 
ness,  in  the  whole  human  family.  To  the  most  wicked  man  who  can  be 
named,  through  the  precio^is  blood  of  Jesusy  salvation,  an  eternal  refuge 
from  the  avenger,  may  be  freely  offered.  The  blood  of  Jesus  has,  in 
many  instances,  actually  washed  away  the  guilt  of  profaneness,  of  theft, 
of  robbery,  and  even  of  murder.  Sinners  thus  guilty  have  actually  fled 
to  Jesus  and  found  refuge  in  him.  There  is,  incifed,  one  sin,  which  he 
has  said,  shall  never  be  forgiven  ;  neither  in  this  life  nor  in  that  which  is 
to  come.  This  is  blasphemy  against  the  Holy  Ghost.  It  is  not  to  be 
supposed,  however,  that  (he  blood  of  Jesus  is  not  of  suflScient  value  to 
atone  for  this  ofience ;  or  that  the  man  guHty  of  it,  could  not  be  consist¬ 
ently  forgiven,  if  he  should  exercise  repentance.  None  are  left  to  com¬ 
mit  this  horrid  wickedness,  but  such  as  are  given  over  to  hardness  of  heart 
and  blindness  of  mind,  to  fill  up  the  measure  of  their  sins,  and  ripen  for 
that  wrath,  which  is  to  come  upon  them  to  the  uttermost.  There  is  no 
sin  of  so  great  malignity,  that  the  blood  of  Jesus  is  not  sufficient  to  atone 
for  it.  There  is  no  sinner  so  guilty  and  polluted,  but  that  if  he  come  to 
Jesus,  he  will  find  pardon,  cleansing  from  sin,  and  protection  from  wrath: 
not  one  so  much  the  slave  of  sin,  so  much  under  the  bondage  of  Satan,  but 
that,  if  he  will  flee  to  Jesus,  he  will  be  set  free,  and  be  brought  into  the 
glorious  liberty  of  the  sons  of  God.  And  if  the  Son  shall  make  them 
free,  they  shall  be  free  indeed.  Let  no  one,  however,  hence  take  encour¬ 
agement  to  continue  in  sin,  and  increase  to  more  ungodliness.  This  must 
be  a  dreadful  perversion  of  this  most  precious  truth.  It  is  not'  designed 
to  encourage  a  continuance  and  increase  of  wickedness  ;  but  to  encour¬ 
age  a  return  to  God,  a  forsaking  of  sin.  It  is  calculated  to  save  from 
despair,  not  to  cherish  presumption.  To  the  humble  and  contrite  among 
the  chief  of  sinners,  it  speaks  peace  and  consolation. ,  To  the  awakened, 
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guilty  soul,  it  open*  a  door  of  hope.  But  it  does  not  say  to  any  one, 
^Continue  in  sin,  that  grace  may  abound/  There  is  no  kafety  without 
the  walls  9[  the  city  of  refuge.  If  any  are  encouraged  from  the  mercy  of 
God  to  continue  in  sin,  while  they  are  doing  it,  the  avenger  may  overtake 
them  and  they  be  suddenly  destroyed,  asd  that  without  remedy.^’ 

3.  The  Israelitish  cities  of  refuge,  only  secured  to  the  refugee  his  tem¬ 
poral  life.  And  even  this,  they  could  not  secure  but  a  short  time  ;  for 
like  all  others,  he  was  subject  to  mortality.  Though  saved  from  the 
sword  of  the  avenger  of  blood,  be  must  nevertheless  soon  die. — But  those 
who  take  refuge  in  Jesus  are  even  made  alive  from  the  dead.  They  do 
not  secure  a  life,  which  they  before  enjoyed,  and  of  which  they  are  liable 
to  be  deprived  ;  but  they  actually  find  life  in  him.  They  are  raised  from 
spiritual  death  to  spiritual  life,  being  made  partakers  of  the  divine  nature. 
Nor  is  this  a  life  of  short  Continuance,  of  which  they  may^soon  be  depri¬ 
ved.  No.  They  drink  of  the  water  which  he  giveth  ;  and  this  water 
shall  be  in  them  a  well  of  water,  springing  up  to  everlasting  life.  They 
are  brought  to  a  saving  acquaintance  with  God,  and  with  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  .  ^nd  this  is  life  eternal,  to  know  God,  and  his  Son  Jesus  Christ, 
whom  he  hath  sent.  Said  the  Redeemer  himself,  who  is  the  refuge  of  the 
sinner  who  flees  to  him.  My  sheep  hear  my  voice  and  I  know  them,  and 
they  follow  me.  And  I  give  unto  them  eternal  life,  and  they  shall  never 
perish  ;  neither  shall  any  pluck  them  out  of  my  hand.  Indeed,  for  this 
very  purpose,  was  this  refuge  provided,  that  whoever  cometh  to  it,  might 
not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life. 

4.  The  Israelitish  cities  of  refuge  were  at  a  local  distance  from  those, 
who  had  occasion  to  seek  for  protection  in  them.  With  respect  to  many, 
they  must  necessarily  be  at  a  considerable  distance.  So  that  the  poor 
manslayer  must  necessarily  be  some  time  without  the  walls  of  the  city,  and 
liable  to  be  overtaken  and  slain  by  the  avenger  of  blood. — Bgt  with  the 
gospel  refuge  for  poor  perishing  sinners,  it  is  not  so.  Neither  God,  nor 
Christ  is  at  a  local  remove,  from  any  sinner.  Both  God  and  Christ  are 
always  near  at  hand,  and  have  brought  their  salvation  nigh.  The  right¬ 
eousness  which  is  of  faith  speaketh  on  this  wise,  **  Say  not  in  thine  heart, 
Who  shall  ascend  into  heaven?  That  is  to  bring  Christ  down  from 
above.  Or,  who  shall  descend  into  the  deep  ?  That  is  to  bring  up 
Christ  again  from  the  dead.  But  what  saith  it  ?  The  word  is  nigh  thee, 
even  in  thy  mouth,  and  in  thy  heart ;  that  is,  the  word  of  faith  which  we 
preach,  that,  if  thou  shalt  confess  with  thy  mouth  the  Lord  Jesus,  and 
shalt  believe  in  thine  heart,  that  God  raised  him  from  the  dead,  thou  shalt 
be  saved.”  Sinners,  therefore,  are  not  necessarily  subjected  to  any  de¬ 
lay,  which  may  eipose  them  a  moment  longer,  to  be  overtaken  by  the 
avenger.  They  need  not  wait  to  travel  to  a  distant  country,  or  a  distant 
city.  But  wherever  they  are.  there  the  refuge  stands,  with  open  doors. 
Jesus,  their  only  hiding  place  from  the  storm,  is  present.  If  they  repent 
and  believe  the  gospel,  wherever  they  are,  as  to  local  situation,  there  they 
are  in  Christ  Jesus.  And  to  them,  who  are  in  Christ  Jesus,  there  is  na 
condemnation. 

6.  In  the  Israelitish  cities  of  refuge,  the  manslayer  had  no  security, 
but  what  depended  on  himself,  that  be  should  remain  within  the  walls, 
and  experience  the  protection  there  aflbrded.  We  have  seen  already, 
that  if  be  ventured  without  the  walls  of  the  city,  he  was  liable  to  be  slain 
by  the  avenger.  And  there  was  no  guard  set  over  him,  to  keep  him  in 
his  place  of  safgfy;  nor  any  one,  ^ose  business  it  was  to  admhiister 
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caution  and  admonition  ;  nor  was  there  any  divine  promise,  that  he  should 
himself  be  disposed  to  keep  within  the  city.  Generally,  in  such  a  case,  it 
might  be,  supposed,  the  man  would  be  likely  to  conform  to  the^lei  pre¬ 
scribed,  and  not  expose  himself.  For  usually,  men  are  much  more  car^^ 
ful,  with  fepect  to  the  life  of  the  body,  than  with  respect  to  the  life  of  the 
soul. .  Bi^  they  were  lef|  io  themselves  in  this  matter.  And  in  some 
moment  op  inattention  ;  in  the  hour  of  intoxication,  perhaps;  or  pre¬ 
suming  thdl  the  avenger  was  at  a  distance,  and  could  not  overtake  them, 
until  they  ^uld  again  return,  they  might  venture  without  the  bounds  of 
the  city,  be  surprised,  and  slain. — But  here  again,  the  gospel  refuge  has 
greatly  the  pre-eminence.  True  it  is,  that  unless  they,  who  flee  thither, 
abide  in  Christ,  they  cannot  be  saved.  If  they  abide  not  in  him,  they  are 
cast  forth  as  a  dead  branch.  And  alas,  it  is  not  less  true,  that  if  left  to 
themselves,  they  would  soon  cease  to  abide  in  him.  For  they  are  still 
prone  to  go  astray.  But,  they  have  a  refuge,  which  never  faileth.  It'is 
not  left  to  themselves,  alone,  to  determine  whether  they  shall  abide  in 
Christ,  or  not.  On  the  contrary,  they  have  the  promise  of  the  faithful 
and  unchanging  God,  for  their  security.  There  is,  indeed,  no  ground  for 
confidence  in  tlmmselves,  that  they  will  not  soon  cease  to  abide  in  Christ. 
But  in  the  promlse  of  God,  there  is  much  firm  ground  for  confidence. 
The  assurance  of  the  Redeemer  is,  He  that  drinketh  of  the  water  which  I 
shall  give  him,  shall  never  thirst ;  but  the  water,  which  I  shall  give  him, 
shall  be  in  him  a  well  of  water  springing  up  to  everlasting  life.  And  the 
Apostle  Paul  to  the  Philippians,  spoke^f  being  confident  of  this  very 
thing,  that  he  who  hath  begun  a  good  work”  in  the  heart  will  carry  it  on 
until  the  day  of  Jesus  Christ.”  And  to  the  Romans  he  said,  I  am  per^ 
suaded,  that  neither  death  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor 
powers,  nor  things  present,  nor  things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth, 
nor  any  other  creature  shall  be  able  to  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God, 
which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.  And  well  might  he  indulge  this  con¬ 
fidence,  since  the  captain  of  our  salvation  himself  had  said.  He  that  be- 
lieveth  on  the  Son  hath  everlasting  life,  and  shall  never  come  into  con¬ 
demnation. 

The  subject  all  along  has  applied  itself  to  the  case  of  believers  in  Jesns, 
who  have  fled  for  refuge,  to  lay  hold  on  the  hope  that  is  set  before  them.' 
And  it  has  shown,  that  they  are  in  a  most  secure  and  happy  situation. 
See  a  poor  Israelite,  who  has  been  so  unhappy,  as  accidentally  to  kill  an 
unoffending  neighbour.  See  him  filled  with  anxiety  and  distress  for  the 
sorrow,  in  which  he  has  overwhelmed  the  family  and  connexions  of  the 
deceased.  See  him  torn  away  from  his  own  family,  who  are  also  plung¬ 
ed  deeply  into  distress,  by  the  unhappy  event.  S^  him  fleeing  with  idl 
baste  to  the  city  of  refuge.  See  the  avengf  r  pursuing  him,  perhaps  with 
still  greater  speed.  'Do  you  not  tremble ;  are  you  not  filled  with  anxiety 
for  him  ?  Hasten  !  hasten  !'you  are  ready  to  exclaim  ;  tarry  not  a  mo¬ 
ment,  until  you  reach  the  city.  Open  wide  the  gates  ;  clear  the  way  ; 
let  there  be  no  hindrance.  At  len^h  he  has  made  gcmd  his  escape ;  be 
has  entered  within  the  gates  of  the  city  ;  he  no  longer  fears  the  enemy, 
and  the  avenger.  Here  he  finds  some  consolation,  and  some  joy.  And 
are  you  not  comforted  in  bis  comfort  ?  Happy  escape !  you  are  ready  to 
excbum.  Who  shall  not  rejoice  ? — But  how  inconceivably  more  full  of 
consolation  and  joy,  is  the  case  of  him,  who  has  found  refuge  in  Jesus  i 
He  can  never  be  dragged  away  from  his  secure  retreat.  His  sins  are  all 
pardoned  ;  he  is  justified  freely  by  the  grace  of  God ;  and  being  risen 
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with  Christ,  he  shall  also  be  glorified  with  him.  His  salvation,  his  eter* 
nal  happiness  is  secure.  It  is  secured  by  the  immutable  promise,  con* 
firmed  by  the  immutable  oath  of  Jehovah.  Happy  believer,  may  we  say, 
thy  consolation  is  strong  indeed  !  Stronger  than  the  afflictions  of  life  ; 
stronger  than  the  fears  of  death  ;  stronger  than  the  terrors  of  judgment ! 
Why  shouidest  thou  not  dismiss  thy  fears,  since  thy  everlasting  safety 
from  the  most  dreadful  and  justly  deserved  doom,  is  so  amply  secured  ! 
The  eternal  God  is  thy  refuge,  and  underneath  thee  are  the  everlasting 
arms.  He  is  a  very  present  help  in  time  of  trouble.  Why  then  shouid¬ 
est  thou  fear,  though  the  earth  be  removed,  and  though  the  mountains  be 
carried  into  the  midst  of  the  sea  ?  Though  the  waters  thereof  roar  and 
be  troubled,  and  though  the  mountains  shake  with  the  swelling  thereof  1 
Wouldest  thou,  then,  rejoice  to  see  the*poor  fugitive  Israelite  reach  the 
city  of  his  refuge  in  safety,  and  wilt  thou  not  rejoice,  with  far  more  ex¬ 
ceeding  joy,  with  him,  who  has  fled  to  Jesus,  and  found  an  eternal  refuge 
in  him  t 

This  subject  has  all  along  applied  itself  to  unbelievers,  no  less  than  to 
believers.  In  the  case  of  the  fugitive  Israelite,  fleeing  for  safety,  with  the 
avenger  at  his  heels,  you  are  filled  with  anxiety,  and  earnestly  desire,  that 
he  may  make  good  his  escape.  Look,  then,  at  the  po6r  sinner.  How 
much  more  dreadful,  how  much  more  alarming,  is  his  situation  !  He,  in¬ 
deed,  is guilly  and  deserving  of  death.  He  has  sinned  against  the  Lord. 
He  stands  condemned.  The  justice  of  God  pursnes  him.  He  is  ready 
to  drop  into  ceaseless  misery.  lAath  is  near  at  hand,  and  destructioo 
ready  at  his  side.  And  are  you  not  distressed  for  him  1  Or  is  all  your 
anxiety  for  the  poor  fugitive,  who  is  in  danger  of  losing  his  natural  life, 
while  you  have  none  for  the  poor  sinner,  who  is  in  danger  of  the  prison 
of  hell  ?  Will  you  not  call  after  him  and  urge  his  escape  1  And,  alas, 
how  many  loiterers  there  are,  on  whom  you  may  justly  call !  How 
many,  who  are  at  ease  in  Zion  !  who  are  careless  and  secure,  as  if  ns 
danger  existed  !  How  many  there  are,  who  must  awake  from  this  secu¬ 
rity,  or  be  miserable  forever  !  Will  you  not,  then,  call  loudly  upon 
them  to  awake,  and  flee  to  Jesus  ?  But  alas,  on  whom  am  I  calling  for 
help  T  Is  it  not  on  those,  who  are  themselves  in  this  awful  danger,  and 
who  are  yet  so  careless,  as  scarcely  to  think  of  the  necessity  of  flight  ? 
Instead  of  urging  them  to  call  upon  others,  should  I  not  rather  call  upon 
themselves,  to  awake  from  their  own  security,  and  hasten  to  the  city  of 
refuge  ?  impenitent  sinner,  you  are  to  be  addressed,  as  one  in  the  ut¬ 
most  danger.  The  avenger  is  at  your  heels  ;  and  unless  you  flee  for  re¬ 
fuge  to  the  Savioiu*,  the  ^tal  blow  must  soon  be  struck,  which  must  for¬ 
ever  separate  you  from  life,  and  from  hope.  But,  see,  a  refuge  is  pre¬ 
sented.  The  Saviour  loudly  calb  and  aflTectionately  invites.  Take  re¬ 
fuge  here,  says  he  <  and  you  shall  be  safe  and  happy.’  Awake,  then,  thou 
that  sleepest,  and  arise  from  the  dead,  that  Christ  may  give  tliee  life. 
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TOR  THE  EVANGELIST. 

ON  A  FALSE  GOSPEL.  NO.  IV. 

Is  there  noi  sometimes  proclaimed  a  gospel^  which  giv^  a  mistaken  view 
of  (he  character  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  ? 

\ 

It  is  quite  common  to  hear  the  sentiment  advanced}  that  it  matters  not 
nrhat  are  our  views  of  the  Saviour,  if  we  have  but  a  right  temper  of  heart. 

If  we  believe  him  to  be  possessed  of  a  character,  which  he  has  not ;  if  we 
chance  to  add  or  substract  an  attribute,  he  will  pity  our  weakness,  and 
will  still  accept  us  and  save  us.  Now,  on  the  same  principle,  I  can 
prove,  that  the  Lord  has  accepted  and  been  pleased  with  every  act  of 
worship,  that  was  ever  paid  to  an  idol.  What  is  an  idol  but  a  deity  so 
altered,  that  he  ceases  to  be  divine  ?  What  was  Jupiter  but  Jehovah 
disrobed  of  some  of  his  essential  attributes  P  His  worshippers  gave  him 
a  supremacy,  something  like  that,  which  we  ascribe  to  the  Lord.  It  is  . 
true,  bis  character  was  not,  as  we  esteem  characters,  very  pure,  But| 
who  can  say,  on  the  principle  we  are  opposing,  that  the  worshippers  of 
Jupiter  were  not  accepted  of  the  Lord,  as  his  (nvn  worshippers.  If  they 
called  their  deity  by  other  names  than  those,  which  God  has  given  him* 
self,  and  by  which,  in  the  manifestaticm  of  himself,  he  has  chosen  to  be 
invoked  ;  this  mistake  in  the  name  iAi  small  circumstance,  it  will  be 
said,  which  G<^  will  not  regard.  Nor  will  he  be  jealous,  if  they  have 
disrobed  him  of  most  of  his  essential  attributes.  If  they  have  meant  to 
worship  some  supreme  deity,'' and  have  given  him  the  highest  character 
they  knew  how  to  give  him,  still  if  the  object  of  their  worship  was  a  crea¬ 
ture  and  not  God,  they  did  about  as  well  as  they  could,  and  will  be  ac¬ 
cepted.  1  see  not,  on  the  principle  we  oppose,  why  this  reasoning  is  not 
correct,  and  why  we  may  not  believe,  that  the  whole  herd  of  idolaters,  in 
all  ages,  have  been  accepted  of  Jehovah,  as  having  meant  tp  pay  their 
supreme  worship  to  him. 

If  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  wall  the  creator  of  the  world,  and  by  him,  as 
the  Apostle  asserts,  were  created  all  things  that  are  in  heaven,  and  that 
are  in  earth,  visible  and  invisible,  whether  they  be  thrones,  or  dominions, 
or  principalities,  or  powers ;  all  things  were  created  by  him  and  for  him :  if 
all  this  b  true  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  I  see  not  but  those  who  give  him  a  de¬ 
rived  and  dependent  exbtence,  alter  his  character,  as  essentially,  from 
what  b  recoided  in  the  gospel,  as  was  the  character  of  Jupiter  from  that 
of  Jehovah.  A  Saviour  who  had  no  beginning  of  days,  who  is  self  exist¬ 
ent  and  almighty,  differs  in  my  view,  essentially,  from  one,  who  was 
bimsdf  created,  who  is  dependent,  and  who  has  no  attribute,  but  that 
which  b  borrowed.  I  do  not  see  that  Jupiter  and  Jehovah  differ  more.^ 
If  then  the  Lord  Jesus  possesses  one  of  these  characters,  and  we  trust  in 
a  Saviour,  who  possesses  the  other,  I  cannot  see  but  that  we  trust  in  anoth¬ 
er  Christ,  than  the  Christ  of  the  gospel.  I  am  willing  to  believe,  that  the 
error  will  be  equally  great  on  either  side  ;  that  is,  if  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  b  a  mere  attribute,  an  emanation,*  an  angel,  or  a  man ;  we  make 
as  great  a  mistake,  in  giving  him  a  divine  nature,  as  is  made  by  the  Uni¬ 
tarian,  if  he  is  the  Mighty  God,  the  Everlasting  Father,  the  Prince  of 
Peace.  If  God  has  bid  us  put  our  trust  in  a  mere  creature,  depending  on 
him  to  cleanse  us  from  sin  in  hb  blood,  and  purify  us  unto  himself,  a  pc^ 
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culiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works,  and  we  choose  to  trust  in  a  Saviour, 
'who  has  divine  attributes,  we  surely  refy  upon  one,  who  is  not  the  Sa» 
viour  revealed,  and  can  have  no  more  hope  of  acceptance,  than  those 
have,  who  are  accused  of  depressing  his  character  beyond  the  truth,  as 
much  as  in  this  case  we  elevate  it.  It  must  be  that  the  Saviour  Grod  as 
revealed,  has  some  essenticU'altributes  ;  there  are  about  him  some  things, 
of  which  if  we  disrobe  him,  we  alter  essentially  his  character,  and  make 
him  another  Saviour.  Now  can  those,  who  trust  in  him,  under  these  es¬ 
sentially  altered  characters,  be  all  said  to  put  their  trust  in  the  same  Re¬ 
deemer.  Can  a  mistake  like  this  be  considered  venial  ?  God  has  given 
us  a  plain  record  of  his  will,  and  hence  cannot  have  left  the  character  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  so  indefinitely  expressed,  as  to  render  it  equally 
probable,  that  we  shall  conceive  of  him  as  human,  or  as  divine.  It  is 
wicked,  it  argues  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  not  to  receive  God’s  truth,  in 
all  its  naked  simplicity.  If  he  has  revealed  a  divine  Saviour,  and  we 
trust  in  one  who  is  not  divine,  then  we  assuredly  rely  on  some  other  name, 
than  that  only  name  given  under  heaven  among  men,  whereby  we  can  be 
Mved.  And  the  same  is  true,  if  God  has  appointed  us  a  human  or  an¬ 
gelic  Redeemer,  and  we  rely  on  one  who  thinks  it  no  robbery  to  be 
equal  with  God.” 

Now  a  gospel,  which  does  not  give  the  Saviour  his  proper  character, 
must  be  a  fal^  gospel.  It  directs  us  to  look  for  life  to  another  than  the 
true  Redeemer.  When  the  Israelites  were  bitten  by  fiery  serpents,  and 
Moses  was  directed  to  make  one  of  brass,  and  put  it  upon  a  pole,  that  all 
who  were  bitten,  might  look  to  it  and  live  ;  let  us  suppose  that  some  de¬ 
scendant  of  Aaron  made  a  serpent  of  iron,  and  placed  it  upon  the  top  of  a 
pole,  in  some  other  part  of  the  camp  ;  is  it  supposable,  that  looking  to 
this  iron  serpent  would  have  effected  the  same  cure,  as  looking  to  the  one 
made  of  brass  ?  But,  it  might  have  been  argued,  that  this  is  a  very  cir¬ 
cumstantial  difference*,  whether  the  serpent  be  of  brass  or  of  iron ;  and 
God  will  be  equally  pleased,  if  men  look  to  the  one,  or  the  other.  Now 
this  would  not  be  true.  Those  who  had  looked,  in  that  case,  to  the  iron 
serpent,  had  died  of  their  wounds.  But  there  would  have  been,  in  that 
case,  far  less  difference  between  the  two  serpents,  than  there  is  between 
the  Saviour  who  built  all  things,  and  one  who  was  himself  created,  and  so 
had  a  begun  and  dependent  existence.  In  the  case  alluded  to,  it  was  not 
the  figure  of  a  serpent,  that  had  the  power  to  cure ;  this  was  effected  by 
divine  power,  whenever  the  wounded  Israelite  obeyed  the  divine  injunc¬ 
tion,  and  fixed  his  eye  upon  the  brazen  image.  Hence  it  might  easily 
have  been  pleaded,  that  as  the  cure  is  to  be  effected  by  divine  power,  it  is 
of  no  importance  whether  they  look  to  the  image  of  brass,  or  to  the  one 
made  of  iron.  Now  the  appointment  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  be  our 
Saviour,  does  not  stand  on  the  same  footing.  He  has  in  himself  the  pow¬ 
er  to  cure  our  maladies.  Hence  if  we  look  to  any  other  than  the  very 
Redeemer,  whom  God  has  appointed,  we  fix  our  eye  on  one,  who  has  not 
the  ability  to  save,  and  we  may  cry  to  him  in  the  hour  of  distress,  as  Jez¬ 
ebel’s  false  prophets  cried  to  Baal,  but  there  will  be  none  to  hear. 

There  is  the  Saviour  whom  God  has  appointed.  He  does  not  consider 
it  robbery  to  be  ^ual  with  (Jod,  he  built  the  world  and  governs  it,  will  al 
last  judge  the  beings  he  created,  has  all  the  honourable  titles  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  possesses  the  same  attributes,  performs  the  same  works,  and  claims 
and  receive  the  same  worship. 

There  is  a  Saviour  set  up,  who  is  not  eternal,  who  either  emanate^ 
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from  God 9  as  the  rays  of  the  sun  from  that  luminary^  or  has  an  angelic 
nature,  and  was  the  first  and  highest  among  the  creatures  of  God,  or  is  a 
mere  man,  born  like  other  men,  and  is  merely  a  delegated,  finite  and  de¬ 
pendent  Sariour. 

Are  these  two  Saviours  the  same  ?  Are  they  so  nearly  the  same,  that 
the  trust  reposed  in  the  one,  will  be  accepted  and  answered  to,  by  the 
other  ?  Is  there  no  reason  to  fear,  that  he  who  trusts  in  that  created  Re¬ 
deemer,  will  find  at  last,  that  he  has  no  interest  in  that  self-existent  Sa¬ 
viour,  who  comes  travelling  in  the  greatness  of  his  own  strength,  and  is, 
independently  of  all  extraneous  help,  miohtt  to  save  ?  If,  of  the  one 
it  may  be  said,  This  is  the  only  name  given  under  heaven  among  men, 
whereby  we  can  be  saved,  will  all  this  be  equally  true  of  the  other  ?  And 
is  it  of  no  consequence  to  which  we  look,  and  in  which  we  trust  ?  Will 
the  blood  of  either  cleanse  us  from  all  sin  ?  Suppose,  to  the  brazen  sei^ 
pent  had  been  given  Hfe,  and  to  effect  the  cure  he  must  lick  the  wound, 
that  had  been  made  by  the  fiery  serpent ;  in  that  case,  would  the  serpent 
of  iron,  and  which  had  no  life,  answer  the  dying  Israelite  the  same  pur¬ 
pose  ?  The  one  had  in  himself  the  power  to  efiect  the  cure,  the  other 
was  a  mere  lifeless  image.  Would  it  have  been  no  matter,  in  this  case,  to 
which  quarter  of  the  camp  the  wounded  and  the  dying  should  repair 
for  healing  ?  So  if  the  Saviour,  whom  Heaven  has  appointed,  has  life 
in  himself,  and  has  the  power  of  conferring  eternal  life  upon  others  ; 
and  we  make  the  sad  mistake  of  putting  our  trust  in  a  Saviour,  who  is  a 
creature  like  ourselves,  will  it  answer  us  the  same  purpose,  as  if  we  had 
made  application  to  the  true,  the  appointed,  the  eternal  Redeemer  ? 

Agreed,  if  you  please,  that  on  the  supposition,  that  there  is  no  trinity 
of  persons  in  the  Godhead,  and  rhe  Saviour  proffered  is  a  mere  creature, 
our  condition  is  as  deplorable,  as  is  the  condition  of  the  Unitarian,  on  the 
supposition  that  the  truth  is  with  us.  If  God  has  appointed  us  the  Re¬ 
deemer  they  describe,  I  have  never  put  my  trust  in  him.  If  he  has  ap¬ 
pointed  us  the  Redeemer,  in  whom  we  belieVe,  thep  have  not  put  their 
trust  in  him.  These  two  beings,  who  differ  as  widely  as  finite  dilTAv 
from  infinUCy  are  still  the  very  same,  and  Jupiter,  and  Moloch,  and  Baal, 
and  Jehovah,  may  be  the  same  ;  and  the  worshippers  of  idols  may  claim 
a  seat  in  Heaven,  as  high  and  as  glorious,  as  Abraham,  and  Moses,  and 
Elijah,  and  Samuel,  and  Peter,  and  James,  and  John.  Now  can  this  be 
true  ?  Did  Jehovah  give  us  a  revelation,  in  which  he  has  described  the 
only  Saviour  so  indefinitely,  that  we  cannot  know  whether  he  built  the 
worlds,  or  was  himself  a  part  of  the  worlds  that  were  built ;  whether  the 
government  is  upoh  his  shoulders,  or  he  is  himself  obligated  to  be  in  sub¬ 
jection  to  the  authority  of  another  ;  whether  he  can  bestow  on  us  eternal 
life,  or  needs  to  have  his  own  being  sustained,  by  the  power  that  created 
him  ;  whether  he  will  at  last  judge  the  world,  or  will  stand  and  be  judg¬ 
ed  by  a  greater  than  himself,  who  shall  then  fill  the  throne ;  Did  the 
wise  God  give  us  a  revelatnin  so  indefinite  ?  And  has  he,  to  mock  our 
miseries,  asserted  it  to  be  so  plain,  that  the  wayfaring  man  though  a  fool 
need  not  err  therein  t  Is  an  absurdity  like  this  to  be  imputed  to  God? 
Or  must  we  believe,  that  we  have  a  plain  and  intelligible  revelation,  and 
that  the  Saviour  there  revealed  has  a  character,  that  none  can  mistake, 
unless  a  deceived  heart  turn  them  aside,  and  their  disgust  at  the  true  Re¬ 
deemer  lead  them  to  rob  him  of  his  glory  ?  That  gospel,  then,  which  does 
BOl  give  him  his  true  character,  may  safely  be  prooocmc^.  a  false  gospel. 

C.  A.  D. 
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Mr.  Editor,— -PRrt  of  the  following  Essay,  I  once  published  in  a 
newspaper.  The  whole  is  newly  modelled,  and  the  piece  is  much  en¬ 
larged.  Should  it  be  considered  as  adapted  to  the  design  of  the  Evangel*- 
ist,  you  are  at  liberty  to  publish  it.  B.  S. 
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To  censure  the  conduct  and  principles  of  men  requires  neither  labour 
nor  expense.  It  b  an  employment,  in  which  the  tongue  moves  with  won¬ 
derful  ease,  and  surprising  volubility.  And,  indeed,  without  some  sub¬ 
ject  of  censure  afloat,  the  tongues  of  multitude,  like  Pharaoh’s  chariot- 
wheels,  would  move  heavily.*’ 

It  is  the  business  of  denunciation  which  gives  currency  to  many  an 
empty  head,  and  fills  up  the  farcical  scene  of  a  tea-table  talk,”  a  party 
of  pleasure,  and  a  splendid  entertainment. 

But,  it  sometimes  happens,  that,  in  their  eagerness  to  condemn  others, 
men  inadvertently  touch  upon  topics  which  involve  themselves.  And  h 
may  be,  that  they  are  quite  as  much  disposed  to  censure  others,  fox  what 
themselves  allow,  as  they  are  to  correct  and  reform  themselves.  But, 
such  will  do  well  to  consider  these  words  of  the  Apostle  5  ^  Thou  art  io- 
^cusable,  O  man,  whosoever  thou  art  that  judgest ;  for,  wherein  tboa 
judgest  another,  thou  condemnest  thyself ;  for  thou  that  judgest  doest  the 
same  things.” 

To  illustrate  and  enforce  this  sentiment,  I  propose  to  advert  to  some 
of  those  things  in  which  men  complaTrn  of  the  conduct  of  their  fellow  men, 
and  of  the  dbpensations  and  designs  of  their  Creator. 

It  b  not  unfrequent  that  we  hear  men  censured  for  their  want  of pub¬ 
lic  spirit.”  Whenever  there  is  an  object  to  be  accomplished,  whk^  b 
de^ly  interesting  and  important  to  the  welfare  of  the  community  ;  an 
object,  that  requires  enterprise,  labour,  and  liberality  ;  then  do  the  multi¬ 
tude  tell  what  (hey  would  dOy  if  they  were  as  able,  as  such  and  such  an 
individual.  Then  do  we  bear  them  pouring  forth,  with  abundant  liber¬ 
ality,  accusations  of  the  selfishness,  or  the  indifiereoce,  or  the  niggardly 
spirit  of  their  neighbours. 

But,  do  these  very  men,  whose  province  it  is  thus  to  deal  out  censures 
to  others,  show  teal  and  liberality  for  the  public  goody  to  the  extent  of 
their  own  abiKHes  f  Do  they  exert  all  their  influence,  and  use  all  the' 
me^s,  which  God  has  put  in  their  power,  to  maintain  the  good  order  of 
^•ciaty,  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  the  unfortunate,  and  to  extend  the 
happy  influence  of  benevolence  as  far  as  man  is  known  t  If  not,  thqr 
are  inexcusable;  for,  wherein  they  judge  others,  they  condemn  them¬ 
selves,  because  they  do  the  same  things.” 

Again,  we  bear  our  acquaintance  condemned  as  wanting  independence 
of  mind,  and  decision  of  character — as  having  yielded  too  much  to  the  in- 
flu^ce  of  others,  or  as  being  swayed  by  the  impulse  of  the  moment.  But 
who  are  those,  that  are  generally  the  loudest  in  thb  kind  of  accusation  ? 
those  that  maintain  a  steady  course,  and  a  uniform  consbtency  of  charao- 
;  or  those  that  ebb  and  flow  with  every  tide  ?  You  may  rely  upon 
it,  when  you  bear  men  liberal  in  censuring  others  for  indecision,  llM  thqr 
themselves  are  the  mere  creatures  of  caprice,  tossed  about  by  avery  oc- 
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curring  events  and  driven  by  every  wind  of  doctrine*”  Such  men^ 
however,  inadvertently  condemn  themselves. 

Another  thing,  which  is  universally  condemned,  is  slander  ;  and  it  may 
with  propriety  be  the  abhorrence  of  all  flesh.”  For  it  robs  the  unhap¬ 
py  subject  of  it  of  what  is  most  dear,  and  of  what  the  world  wants  wealth 
to  buy.”  But,  do  all  those,  who  load  the  newsmonger  with  disgracCi 
abstain  from  ‘‘  the  very  appearance  of  evil,”  in  this  respect  1  Do  they 
never  circulate  a  report  injurious  to  their  neighbour,  without  knowing  that 
it  is  true  1  Do  they  never  strain  circumstances,  or  give  a  wrong  colour¬ 
ing  to  the  conduct  of  others  7  or  omit  to  mention  something  which  will 
change  the  face  of  the  story  ?  Is  it  not  a  common  fault  to  remark  upon 
the  foibles  and  faults,  which  charity  should  attempt  to  conceal  ?  How 
many  thus  Eat  up  the  sins  of  the  people,  as  they  eat  bread !”  But, 
such  men  cannot  stigmatize  the  slanderer,  without  condemning  them¬ 
selves  ;  for  ‘‘  they  do  the  same  things.” 

Multitudes  are  loud  in  advocating  religious  liberty,  and  the  rights  of 
conscience  ;”  and  for  this  we  condemn  them  not.  But,  let  them  take 
heed  how  they  condemn  thems^  Ives,  in  this  thing.  How  often  is  it  the 
case  with  those,  who  condemn  creeds  and  formularies  of  Christian  doe- 
irine^  that  they  fabricate  creeds  ;  and  while  they  abuse  others,  for  wish¬ 
ing  to  bring  them  over  to  a  particular  standard^  to  which  they  cannot 
conscientiously  assent,  they  are  irritated  because  others  will  not  believe 
their  creeds  or  at  least  sanction  it  by  concurring  with  them !  With  such 
men,  it  is  all  in  vain  for  an  orthodox  minister  to  plead  that  he  cannot  coti- 
seienttousiy  give  his  vote,  for  the  ordination  of  a  man  of  the  liberal 
system  ;”  for  he  will  be  called  a  bisrot^  a  knave,  and  an  uncharitable 
man.  But,  surely,  if  men  comlemn  their  neighbour^  for  wishing  to  bring 
them  to  a  standard  of  doctrine,  which  they  cannot  approve,  they  should 
never  require  those  very  men  to  sanction  another  formula  of  opinions  to 
which  their  consciences  caiinot  assent.  Otherwise  they  condemn  them¬ 
selves,  and  are  inexcusable. 

We  mig^t  proceed  indefinitely  to  specify  the  things  which  men  con¬ 
demn  in  each  other,  and  by  which  they  indirectly  condemn  themselves  ; 
but  enough  has  been  said  as  a  specimen — enough  to  lead  persons  to  con¬ 
sider  their  own  principles  and  conduct  in  every  case,  before  they  com¬ 
mence  the  business  of  denunciation.  Self-interest  requires  this  ;  because, 
otherwise,  they  become  the  judge  in  their  own  condemnation.  Let  every 
one  inquire  whether  he  is  without  sin,”  before  he  presumes  to  throw  a 
stone  at  another  !  How  much  happier  might  the  community  be,  if  all 
would,  in  this  respect,  let  their  charity  be^n  at  home  !”  How  many 
characters  would  be  saved  from  being  tarnished  by  too  much  handling  1” 

But,  we  hasten  to  the  objections  which  men  make  against  the  deter¬ 
minations  and  conduct  of  God 

Some  complain  of  him  for  threatening  everlasting  punishment  as  the 
reward  of  trangression.  They  cannot  see  how  it  is  consistent  with  infi¬ 
nite  benevolence.  They  are  persuaded,  therefore,  that  if  God  fulfils,  his 
ihreateniiigs  he  will  act  the  part  of  a  tyrant 

But,  are  persons  of  such  sentimentn  willing  to  see  their  own  families  de¬ 
frauded,  and  otherwise  abused  ?  Will  they  take  no  pains  to' prevent  the 
midnight  plunderer  and  assassin  from  laying  waste  their  inheritance,  and 
destroying  their  life  ?  Would  they  act  the  part  of  benevolence,  if  they 
did  not  endeavour  to  restrain  the  wicked  ?  Would  they  act  the  part  (n 
mi  mffeetionate  father,  if  they  voluntarily  suffered  their  children  to  be  de* 


Men  inadvertenily  condemn  ihemselvte.  216 

'Drived  of  happiness  by  the  lawless  and  abandoned  ?  Is  it  the  part  af  be- 
nevolence  to  let  the  wicked  lay  waste  the  happiness  of  the  coromuaity  ? 

It  is  then  right  to  restrain  the  wicked  in  this  world.  It  is  necessary  in 
order  to  secure  the  welfare  of  society.  Why  then  may  it  not  be  right  and 
benevolent  to  restrain  the  wicked  in  the  world  (o  come  ?  It  will  not  be 
denied  that  it  is  their  pleasure  to  produce  misery  in  ^iety.  And  if  the 
same  disposition  continue  in  the  future  life,  what  would  prevent  them  from 
destroying  the  felicity  of  the  redeemed,  if  God  should  not  restrain  them 
from  venting  their  spite  against  them  ?  How,  then,  would  God  show  his 
benevolence  towards  his  holy  f  imily,  if  he  permitted  their  rights  to  be  in¬ 
vaded  by  the  lawless  and  profane  ?  Is  the  father  of  a  happy  family  ac¬ 
counted  n  brulCy  if,  by  his  neglect,  their  happiness  fails  of  ^ing  perpetuar- 
ted  1  What  language  then  would  be  adequate  to  express  the  character  of 
God,  should  he  permit  the  unutterable  joys  of  the  ten  thousand  times  ten 
thousand  before  the  throne  to  be  put  at  hazard  by  the  machinations  of  the 
wicked  ?  , 

It  is  then  the  part  of  benevolence  for  God  to  restrain  and  punish  the 
wicked  in  the  future  life.  And,  if  so,  it  is  benevolent  to  do  it  so  long  as 
the  happiness  of  his  kingdom  would  be  in  danger  by  their  liberation.  He 
may  therefore  do  it  forever ;  because  so  long  as  the  inhabitants  of  Heav¬ 
en  continue  to  exist,  which  is  as  long  as  G^’s  throne  shall  stand,  their 
fruition  might  be  interrupted  if  the  obstinate  transgressor  were  suffered  to 
range  without  control. 

The  objector  must  give  up  his  notions  on  this  subject ;  or,  to  be  con¬ 
sistent,  he  must  consent  to  let  the  murderer  and  the  villain  d^troy  him¬ 
self  and  family,  and  bear  away  the  spoil  with  impunity.  Otherwise  he 
condemns  himself  and  is  inexcusable  when  he  condemns  Jehovah  for  his 
determination  to  punish  the  wicked. 

Again  some  think  it  a  hard  case  that  God  requires  his  creatures  to  love 
him  supremely  for  his  intrinsic  excellence  without  taking  into  the  account 
their  own  happiness  as  the  moving  cause.  But,  do  they  approve  of  the 
man  who  is  friendly  to  them  merely  for  the  good  that  he  hopes  to  re¬ 
ceive  T  Do  they  esteem  him  who  follows  them  for  the  loaves  and  the 
fishes  ?”  Do  they  not  then  require  disinterested  friendship  ?  And  why 
may  not  Jehovah  require  it  in  his  friends  ?  Such  are  inexcusable  in  con¬ 
demning  their  Creator  ;  for  they  do  the  same  things.” 

Again,  some  complain  that  Ood  is  partial  in  choosing  some  to  sal¬ 
vation,”  while  he  leaves  others  to  fill  up  the  measure  of  their  sins,”  and 
to  eat  the  fruit  of  their  own  devices. The  objection  would  indeed  bo 
reasonable,  if  they  could  prove  that  God  deals  unjustly  by  those  whom 
he  leaves  to  perish.  But  this  has  never  been  proved.  On  the  contrary, 
all  that  are  in  the  world  of  despair,  feel  conscious  that  (heir  ruin  was  all 
their  own ;  that  they  might  have  lien  happy,  but  for  their  voluntary  at¬ 
tachment  to  sin.  And  their  consciences  continually  acknowledge  j 
Righteous  art  thou,  O  Lord,  because  thou  hast  judged  thus.” 

In  what  respect,  then,  is  God  chargeable  with  injustice  in  permitting 
them  to  act  according  to  their  own  pleasure  1  It  can  never  be  shown 
that  they  are  not  voluntary  in  their  disobedience;  or  that  Jehovah  was 
unwilling  to  save  them  if  they  had  repented  and  believed  the  gospel ;  or 
that  they  could  not  have  complied  with  the  terms  of  salvation,  if  they  bad 
been  so  disposed.  The  accusation  is  not  therefore  founded  upon  evi- 
^l^e ;  and  those  who  make  it  pubUsh  a  libel  upon  the  ckarmier 
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Besides,  to  deny  Jehovah  the  right  of  choosing  his  friends,  is  to  deny 
him  what  they  claim  to  tiiemselves.  They,  hold  it  reasonable  to  select 
their  own  Iriends,  and  to  confer favours  upon  them  if  they  please.  And' 
if  they  do  no  injustice  to  those  whom  they  do  not  select,  what  ground 
have  such  to  complain  of  them,  for  not  conferring  favours  on  them  ?  If 
a  man  give  a  U/ken  of  favour  to  one  who  has  no  right  to  expect  it,  can 
others,  who  had  m  right  to  expect  favours  from  him,  complain  that  they 
are  treated  unjustly  ?  Far  from  it.  The  very  idea  of  sl  favour  is  some¬ 
thing  ihnt  justice  cannot  demand.  And  every  man  feels  that  he  has  a 
perfect  right  to  confer  a  favour  on  whom  he  will.  If,  then,  any  condemn 
the  Most  High  for  partiality,  because  he  chooses  his  friends  and  confers 
favours  on  them,  they  ought  to  give  up  the  right  of  cotf erring  favours — 
nay,  they  ought  to  disclaim  their  right  of  having  any  friet^  at  all. 
Otherwise,  their  condemnation  of  God  is  inexcusable ;  for  they  do  the 
same  things.” 

Again,  some  complain  of  God  for  governing  the  world  according  to 
the  counsel  of  his  own  will” — for  having  a  plan  of  government”  But, 
in  order  to  make  their  objection  a  valid  one,  they  are  bound  to  prove  that 
Ood  cannot  govern  the  universe  justly  with  a  plan.  Until  this  is  done 
their  logic  must  be  lame.  For  if  Jehovah  can  rule  justly  with  a  plan — 
with  some  one  that  might  be  adopted — ^then  they  have  no  right  to  object 
to  the  on^  which  he  has  adopted,  unless  they  can  prove  that  it  is  not  a 
good  and  just  one.  But  let  them  bring  forward  their  strong  reasons” 
to  show,  that  he  d6es  not  govern  with  unbending  rectitude.  And  let  them 
show  also  that  he  cannot  manage  his  cffairs  correctly  without  becoming 
ihe  sport  of  contingency.  Unless  they  do  this  they  are  inexcusable  ;  for 
they  are  not  willing  to  allow  God  the  privileges  which  they  claim  to 
themselves. 

The  husbandman,  who  is  unwilling  that  God  should  manage  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  universe,  according  to  his  own  purposes,  ought  to  have  no 
plan  in  the  management  of  his  (arm.  If  he  sow  seed,  he  ought  to  sow  it 
at  random,  without  minding  whether  it  is  in  a  proper  place  for.  its  growth, 
and  without  designing  to  raise  a  crop. — He  ought  to  disregard  the  seasons 
of  the  year,  and  to  be  as  ready  to  sow  garden  vegetables  in  winter  as  at 
any  other  time.  Nay  he  ought  to  be  as  willing  to  sow  Canada  Thistles, 
as  any  other  vegetable.  Upon  his  own  principles  he  ought  to  be  the  mere 
creature  of  contingency,  acting  at  hap-hazard. 

In  the  same  manner,  the  mechanic  of  like  principles  ought  to  propose 
DO  object  to  be  accomplished  by  his  mechanism.  He  ought  to  throw 
wheels,  and  pullies,  and  timbers  together  cU  random  ;  and  if,  at  any  time, 
he  finds  himself  running  into  a  plan,  he  ought  to  throw  himself  upon  some 
new  contingency. 

The  mariner,  likewise,  should  put  to  sea  without  a  compass,  or  a  chart, 
to  be  tossed  by  every  wind,  and  driven  by  every  tempest.  He  should 
propose  no  harbour  of  destination,  and  no  object  to  be  accomplished  by 
his  voyage.  He  should  fold  his  arms,  and  let  his  floating  habitation  be 
wafted  wherever  the  rolling  billows  directed  ! 

.  The  language  of  each  of  these  men  should  I  am  unwilling  that 
Jehovah  should  wield  the  sceptre  of  government  ssceording  to  a  j^an  ; 
and  I,  therefore,  am  determined  not  to  have  «iy  myself!”  Otherwise 
they  are  inexcusable  For,  wherein  they  judge  another,  they  condemn 
themselves,  because  they  do  the  same  things 
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Jnd  Moses  said  unio  God^  Who  cun  ly  that  I  should  go  tmlo  Phctradhy 

and  lhai  I  should  bring  forth  the  children  of  Israel  oul  of  Egypl  f 

There  is  a  striking  analogy  between  tke  missioa'of  Moses^  to  bring 
toth  the  children  of  Israel  out  of  the  bondage  of  Egypt,  and  lead  them 
to  the  promised  land^  and  the  mission  of  ministers  of  the  gospel,  to  de¬ 
liver  the  chosen  people  of  Ood  from  the  bondage  of  sin,  and  lead  them 
to  the  heavenly  Canaan*  And  as  Motes,  in  view  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
work  and  the  difficulties  in  the  way,  felt  his  heart  sink  within  him,  and 
desired  to  be  excused  from  the  undertaking,  so  it  often  is  with  the  minis¬ 
ters  of  the  gospel.  Besides  ail  the  trials  and  difficulties  and  discourage¬ 
ments  which  common  Christians  have,  ministers  of  the  gospel  have  many 
that  are  peculiar  to  themselves,  of  which  no  other  person  can  possibly 
form  an  adequate  conception.  They  are  often  placed  in  circumstances  in 
which  they  know  not  what  to  do  :  They  often  meet  with  difficultiet  « 
which  they  know  not  how  to  surmount ;  and  are  often  pressed  down  with 
discouragements,,  under  which  they  feel  their  spirits  wholly  sink.  Iop 
stead  of  leading  a  life  of  ease  and  comfort,  as  many  imagine,  they  lead  a 
life  of  uncommon  perplexity.and  trial;  so  that,  instead  of  being  objects 
of  envy,  they  ought  to  be  considered  objects  of  commisseration.  MoseSi 
though  the  meekest  man  in  the  world,  sometimes  found  bis  trials  so  great 
that  he  murmured  against  God  for  calling  him  to  the  prophetic  office. 
Jeremiah  was  so  overwhelmed  with  its  difficulties  that  be  once  hastily  re¬ 
solved  to  abandon  the  work;  and  at  another  time^be  impatiently  cursed 
the  day  in  which  he  was  bom.  These,  indeed;  were  great  faults  in  some 
of  the  best  men  that  ever  lived :  For,  those  who  are  divinely  called  to 
this  work  must  not  shrink  from  it.  has  a  right  to  require  our  servi¬ 

ces  in  whatever  employment  he  pleases.  The  Lord  was  displeased  at 
Moses,  for  so  long  trying  to  excuse  himself :  he  was  angry  at  Jonah,  fo# 
attempting  to  flee  from  the  work  to  which  he  had  called  him  ;  and  he  will 
be  ^ually  displeased  with  us,  if  we  refuse  to  run  when  ha  sends  us,  or  to 
deliver  his  message  when  he  requires  it  But  while  we  ackoowMge  it 
as  our  duty  to  submit  to  Gfod,  aud  bear  whatever  he  lays  upon  us,  it  may 
be  of  use  to  us,  as  miuisters,  sometimes  to  contemplate  the  discourage* 
meats  with  which  we  have  to  struggle ;  and  it  may  be  of  use  to  our  peo¬ 
ple,  sometimes  to  have  them  pointed  out ;  that  b^  they  and  we  may  be 
prepared  to  act  with  a  full  view  of  all  the  circumstances. 

I  propose,  then,  at  this  tiaie,  to  point  out  soma  of  the  discouragementi 
which  attend  the  work  of  the  ministry. 

And,  I.  One  discouragement  which  attends  the  work  of  the  ministry,  ie 
the  great  responsibility  of  the  office.  Moses  fell  it  to  be  a  great  uo!^r* 
taking  to  deliver  Israel  outof  Egypt.  He  felt  that  a  vast  weight  of  re* 
spoDsibility  would  rest  upon  him,  if  he  undertook  to  go  unto  Phamoh  an 
the  ambassador,  of  the  L^rd  of  Hosts.  The  office  of  ambassador  among 
men,  b  one  of  great  responsibility.  Matters  of  vast  moment  often  do* 
pend  upon  the  manner  iu  which  it  is  executed.  It  is  not  the  life  and  for* 
tone  and  honour  of.individiialamerely,  that  b  concerned ^  the  hiteresl  tjT 
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states  and  kingdoms  are  at  stake.  A  single  act  of  unfaithfulness,  a  mis¬ 
take  in  judgment,  even,  may  involve  the  dearest  temporal' interests  of 
thousands  and  millions,  and  eitiend  its  consequences  to  generations  yet 
unborn.  But  the  responsibility  of  an  ambassador  among  men  is  nothing, 
when  compared  with  that  of  a  n^ister  of  the  gospel.  He  is  an  ambas«' 
sador  from  God.  He  is  sent  witn  a  message  from  the  Lord  of  Hosts  to 
his  rebellious  subjects.  The  welfare  of  souls  is  at  stake :  the  honor  of 
God  is  concerned.  Compared  with  these  the  interest  of  states  and  king¬ 
doms  are  as  dust  upon  the  scale.  An  act  of  unfaithfulness  in  the  ambas¬ 
sador  of  God,  or  even  a  mistake  in  judgment,  will  not  be  limited  in  its 
consequences  to  this  world.  It  will  have  an  influence  upon  the  transac¬ 
tions  of  the  great  day  and  extend  its  consequences  through  a  never  end- 

/  ing  eternity.  What  man  can  contemplate,  such  a  weight  of  responsibili¬ 
ty,  and  not  feel  his  soul  recoil  within  him  at  the  thought  of  undertaking  it  1 
2.  Another  discouragement  which  attends  the  work  of  the  ministry, 
is  a  sense  of  our  incompetency.  Moses  felt  this,  when  the  Lord  directed 
him  to  return  into  Egypt  and  deliver  his  people.  And  Moses  said  unto 
GkKl,  who  am  I,  that  I  should  go  unto  Pharaoh,'  and  that  I  should  bring 
forth  the  children  of  Israel  out  of  Egypt  P”  And  Moses  pleaded  his  in¬ 
competency  as  a  reason  why  he  should  be  excused,  till  the  anger  of  the 

•  Lord  was  kindled  against  him  on  account  of  his  reluctance  to  engage  in 
the  work.  Jeremiah  also  pleaded  his  incompttency,  when  called  to  the 
work  of  a  prophet,  saying,  Ah,  Lord  G(^  !  behold  I  cannot  speak ; 
for  I  am  a  child.”  Even  the  great  apostle  of  the  gentiles  was  constrain- 

•  ed  to  cry  out,  Who  is  sufficient  for  these  things  ?”  And  if  such  men  as 
Moses,  and  Jeremiah,  and  Paul,  had  such  a  sense  of  their  incompetency, 
what  must  tve  have,  whose  qualifications  are  so  immensely  inferior  to 
theirs  ?  We  have  not  the  privilege  of  speaking  with  God  face  to  face,  as 
a  man  speaketh  unto  his  friend.  We  have  not  the  spirit  of  inspiration,  to 
dictate  when  we  should  speak  and  when  we  should  be  silent ;  and  to  sug¬ 
gest  every  word  we  should  say  to  every  man.  We  have  not  the  power  of 
working  miracles,  to  stamp  the  seal  of  divine  authority  upon  our  mes¬ 
sage.  We  have  the  bible,  indeed,  *  to  guide  us  in  the  great  and  arduous 
duties  of  our  calling.  But  how  deficient  is  our  knowledge  even  of  that  ? 
For  although  the  essentials  of  Christian  doctrine  and  practice  are  so  plain 
that  the  wayfaring  man  though  a  fool  need  not  err,  yet,  how  many  pas¬ 
sages  do  we  meet  with  in  the  sacred  volume,  concerning  the  exact  mean¬ 
ing  of  which  we  are  unable  to  satisfy  ourselves  ?  How  desirable,  in  or¬ 
der  to  an  accurate  and  thorough  knowledge  of  the  scriptures,  is  '•n  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  the  original  languages  in  which  the  bible  was  written; 
and  yet  how  little  time  we  have  to  attain  it  ?  How  important  it  is  to 
have  the  powers  of  our  minds  strengthened  and  invigorated  by  the  study 
of  the  sciences,  and  especially  our  reasoning  powers,  that  we  may  be  able 
to  detect  and  expose  the  false  arguments  of  •errorists,  and  may  so  state 
and  enforce  the  truths  of  the  gospel,  as  to  carry  conviction  to  the  under¬ 
standing,  and  conscience  of  our*  hearers;  and  yet,  bow  very  limited  are 
our  opportunities  for  this  purpose  P  How  important  it  is  for  us  to  have 
an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  human  mind  and  its  operations,  that  we 
may  know  the  process  by  which  men  arrive  at  the  conclusions  they  form, 
and  bt  able  to  guide  them  into  the  truth?  How  important  is  an  accu¬ 
rate  knowledge  of  human  nature,  that  we  may  know  how  to  approach 
every  man,  and  be  able  to  avail  ourselves  of  every  avenue  to  the  human 
baarti  Axid  yet  how  conscious  must  we  be  that  tho  progress  we  have 
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made  in  these  things,  is  but  just  sufficient  to  disclose  our  own  deficiencies?' 
How  important  it  is  that  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  should  be  scribes 
well  instructed  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  be  always  able  to  bring  forth 
out  of  their  treasuries  things  new  and  old;  and  know  how  to  give  to  eve¬ 
ry  one  a  portion  in  due  season  T  How  important  that  they  should  be  able 
to  stop  the  mouths  of  gainsayers,  to  convince  and  reclaim  the  erroneous, 
to  strengthen  the  weak,  to  confirm  the  wavering,  to  and  edify  the 

advanced  Christian,  and  to  defend  the  truth  against  |iB|K  art  ^nd  zeal 
nnd  learning  of  men  of  corrupt  minds  ?  And  yd^noW.  many  and  how 
mournful  are  the  proofs  of  our  incompetency  ta^o  all  this!  How  im¬ 
portant  it  is  that  the  ministers  of  the  present  dispensation,  as  well  ss  those 
of  the  old,  should  bring  forward  beaten  oil  for  the  service  of  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  ;  that  they  should  come  to  their  people  with  discourses  well  studied/ 
carefully  arranged,  and  fully  digested,  in  their  own  minds,  and  dot  coni^ 
sume  the  precious  time  of  their  hearers  and  wear  out  their  golden  oppol^ 
tunities  with  the  crude  and  undigested  effusions  of  the  moment  ?  And 
yet,  how  many,  how  very  many,  are  the  occasions,  in  which  we  are  com^' 
pelled  to  come  to  our  expecting  people,  with  little  or  no  previous  prepara¬ 
tion  ?  And  how  dreadful  is  the  feeling,  which  the  minister  of  the  gospel 
has,  who  loves  the  souls  of  his  people,  when  he  is  going  to  meet  them, 
and  is  conscious  to  himself  that  he  has  nothing  to  say  ?  No  one  can  tell 
but  he  that  has  felt  it.  When  we  consider,  then,  how  great  is  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  the  office,  how  great  and  arduous  are  its  duties,  and  how  very 
incompetent  we  are,  what  ministef'can  help  exclaiming,  with  the  prophet, 
*^Ah,  Lord  Grod !  behold  I  cannot  speak ;  for  1  am  a  child  ?” 

3.  Another  discouragement  which  attends  the  work  of  the  ministry, 
is  our  unfitness  of  heart.  A  sense  of  our  intellectual  incoropetency  is  a 
very  great  discouragement ;  but  a  sense  of  our  moral  incomp^ency  is  a 
much  greater  one.  The  work  of  the  ministry,  more  than  any  other, 'calls 
for  the  lively  and  vigorous  exercise  of  all  the  Christian  graces.  Those 
persons  make  a  dreadful  mistake,  who  suppose  that  any  degree  of  specu¬ 
lative  knowledge,  without  personal  piety,  can  qualify  a  man  for  this 
work.  The  lively  and  vigorous  exercise  of  the  Christian  graces  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  prompt  a  man  to  the  faithful  performance  of  its  duties ;  and  the 
faithful  performance  of  its  duties  will  create  new  occasions  for  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  ffie  Christian  graces.  This  work  calls  for  the  exercise  of  an  ardor 
in  the  service  of  God  that  nothimg  can  damp,  and  a  zeal  that  nothing  can 
quench.  It  requires  a  regard  for  the  glory  of  God  that  nothing  can  di¬ 
vert, concern  for  his  honor  that  nothing  can  overcome.  It  calls  for 
the  exerciSe-of  a  benevolence  towards  man  that  never  becomes  weary,  a 
concern  for  souls  that  nothing  can  diminish.  It  demands  the  most  unlim¬ 
ited  self-denial,  the  most  unwavering  pereeverance,  and  the  firmest  con¬ 
stancy.  It  furnishes  daily  occasions  for  the  exercise  of  patience  and 
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tioB,  and  pierces  bis  heart  through  with  many  soitqws*  We  are  men  of 
unclean  lips,  and  we  dwell  amoi^  a  people  of  uncleandips ;  and  we  have, 
like  others,  daily  occasion  to  lay  our  hands  upon  our  months,  and  our  fa* 
ces  in  the  dtmt,  and  to  cry,  ^  unclean,  unclean;  Gk>d  be  merciful  to  us 
sinners.” 

4.  Another  discourageinent  which  attends  the  work  of  the  ministry, 
is  the  manner  In  which  many  attend  to  our  ministratiofis.  We  conie  to 
them  with  the  medh^  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts  :  We  bring  the  words  of 
eternal  life  and  eternal  death  :  Our  asessage  is  solemn  as  the  great  day, 
and  awful  as  the  retributions  of  eternity.  But  hpw  do  our  peofde  attei^ 
to  it  ?  There  is  one  class,  who  are  constant  to  their  attendance  at  the 
place  of  worship,  but  appear  never  to  listen  to  what  is  said.  A  variety 
of  motives  induce  them  to  attend.  But  though  present  in  body,  they  are 
absent  in  spirit.  Their  minds  are  wandering  with  the  fool's  eyes  to  the 
ends  ol  the  earth.  And  they  go  home  as  uninstrucled  and  unmoved  as 
they  came.  And  if  they  are  inquired  of,  they  cannot  tell  the  teat,  nor 
the  subject,  nor  an  idea  that  was  advanced.  Their  excuse  is,  that  they 
have  such  poor  metnortes.  But  if  they  have  heard  a  tale  of  scandal,  or 
a  foolbh  story,  their  memories  are  sufliciently  retentive.  The  sole  reason 
is,  want  of  attention.  When  the  preacher  knows  this,  is  it  not  discour¬ 
aging  ? 

Another  class  are  constant  in  their  attendance,  and  they  intend  to  hear 
all  that  is  said.  But  they  are  so  indolent,  and  it  requires  so  great  an  ef¬ 
fort,  that  they  listen  only  at  intervals.  The  most  solemn  and  awful  d^ 
clarations  of  the  great  God  excite  so  little  interest  in  their  minds,  that 
their  attention  is  diverted  by  the  merest  trifle  that  catches  their  eye,  or 
strikes  upon  their  ear :  and  before  they  are  aware  of  it,  a  long  train  of 
vagrant  and  foolish  thoughts  crowd  in,  and  much  of  the  discourse  is  lost. 
And  thus  it  happens,  that  by  hearing  a  part,  and  losing  a  part,  they  are 
liable  to  misonderdtand  what  they  do  hc^,  and  to  suppose  the  ideas  com¬ 
municated  irere  different  from  what  they  really  were.  Or  if  they  do  not 
misunderstand,  and  receive  a  positive  injury,  yet,  by  hearing  only  detach¬ 
ed  parts,  they  recrive  but  little  instruction,  and  make  little  or  no  progress 
hi  the  knowMge  of  divine  things.  When  there  are  so  many  indications 
that  a  large  portion  of  our  hearers  are  of  this  description,  must  it  not  be 
discouraging  to  os  ? 

Anotl^  class  are  very  inconstant  in  their  attendance.  Perhaps  they 
come  only  a  part  of  the  day,  and  are  absent  a  part :  or,  perhaps  they 
come  one  day,  and  are  absent  another.  Or  perhaps  they  come  one  day 
and  are  absem  several  days.  Now,  the  effect  of  this  upon  the  bearers, 
if  they  listen  ever  so  closdy  when  they  do  come,  is  very  similar  to  that 
on  those  who  listen  only  at  intervals.  For  if  the  preacher  is  endeavoring 
to  give  hb  people  a  course  of  systematic  instruction,  they  bedr  only  a 

Crt  of  it,  a^  lone  a  part ;  and  thus  they  fail  of  seeing  the  connexion  and 
rmony  and  conrisiency  of  what  they  do  hear,  and  it  does  them  but 
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pmchifig  is  in  ynnv  ^  much  worse  than  useiesS|  that  the  considera¬ 
tions  of  attendance  on  public  worship  being  a  commanded  duty,  and  the 
influence  your  example  will  have  on  society,  are  not  suflScient  to  induce 
you  to  attend.  When  the  preacher  knows  that  his  message  is  thus  re¬ 
garded,  must  he  not  feel  discouraged  ? 

5.  Another  discoura^ment  which  attends  the  work  of  the  ministry, 
is  the  use  which  many  n|ake  of  what  they  hear.  Some  make  no  use  of 
it  at  all.  They  hear  it,  indeed,  and  assent  to  it  as  true  and  right,  and 

^hen  dismiss  it  from  their  minds.  If  we  may  ju^  of  our  people  by  their 
fruits,  we  most  conclude  that  this  is  the  case  with  a  very  numerous  class 
'  of  our  hearers.  And  this  is  very  discouraging.  But  this  is  not  all. 

Many  of  our  hearers  do  worse  than  that,  ^me  hear  for  others,  and 
seek  the  gratification  of  their  wicked  feelings  toarards  others,  by  thinking, 
and  perhaps  telling,  how  well  this  or  that  part  of  the  discourse  applies  to 
the  character  and  conduct  of  some  neighbor.  Some  apply  what  they 
bear  to  themselves,  not  for  the  purpose  of  improving  themselves  by  it, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  clamor  against  the  preacher  as  Improper¬ 
ly  pointed  and  personal  in  his  discourses.  Some  hw  to  criticise  and  find  s 

fault,  and  raise  objections  and  cavils  against  what  is  taught.  Some  mis-  ^ 
represent  what  they  hear,  and  make  it  the  occasion  of  tn^ucing  the  char¬ 
acter  of  the  preacher,  and  exciting  an  odium  against  him  as  an  advocate 
of  absurdities  and  impieties  which  he  abhors.  Some  pervert  what  they 
hear,  to  encourage  themselves  to  continue  in  sin,  and  inake  it  the  means 
of  fitting  themselves  for  destructioa.  When  the  preacher  knows  that  such 
uses  are  made  of  his  discourse,  must  he  not  feel  discouraged  ? 

6.  Another  discouragement  which  attends  the  work  of  the  ministry, 
is  a  knowledge  of  the  unreasonable  expectations  which  many  indulge. 

We  know  that  some  expect  from  os  the  sime  kind  of  entertainment  which 
is  afforded  at  the  theatre :  they  expect  that  their  passions  will  be  addres¬ 
sed,  and  their  feelings  moved,  in  the  same  way  they  are  by  a  well  per- 
form*>d  tragedy.  But  this  is  unreasonable ;  bi^ause,  although  the  bible 
furnishes  many  subjects  which  are  capable  of  high  tragic  painting,  yet, 
the  same  bible  makes  insiruetion  the  great  business  of  the  preach^,  and 
decides  that  the  proper  way  for  the  preacher  to  move  the  feelings  is,  by 
addressing  the  understanding  and  conscience,  rather  than  by  the  exhib^ 
tion  of  tr^c  scenes.  Some  expect  always  to  be  entertain^  with  soine- 
thingjiew.  But  this  is  unreasonable ;  bemuse  the  preacher  is  confined  to 
the  bible,  which  is  an  old  book.  Some  expect  to  be  taught  every  thing, 
without  any  labor  of  their  own ;  not  considering,  that  nothing  can  be 
learned  without  the  labor  of  the  learner,  as  well  as  of  the  teacher.  Some 
expect  that  the  minister  will  so  preach  that  his  hearers  cannot  fail  of  be¬ 
ing  converted;  not  considering  that  Paul  may  plant  and  A  polios  water  in 
vain,  if  God  does  not  give  tbe  increase.  Some  expect  that  the  preacher 
should  know  evety  thing,  without  taking  time  for  study,  or  baviog  the 
means  of  procuring  proper  books.  Some  expect  that  his  discourses  will 

as  well  studied  as  if  be  had  nothing  else  to  do ;  and  yet  expect  that 
he  will  spend  as  much  time  in  visiting,  and  performing  other  duties,  and 
attending  to  other  avocations,  ns  if  be  had  no  ne^  to  study  at  all.  Ma- 

will  study  in  all  things  to  please  ttiem ;  not  conridering 
now  many  others  have  the  tame  expectation,  and  that  what  pleases  one 
J^not  please  another ;  and  that,  besidei,  he  b  required  to  study  to  please 
Uod  rather  than  man.  When  a  minister  knows  that  such,  and  so  vari- 
•us,  and  so  unreasonable,  und  so  contra^ctiry,  are  the  expectations  of 
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many,  and  considers  the  utter  impossibility  of  satisfying  those  expecta¬ 
tions,  must  he  not  feel  it  discouraging  P 

V.  Another  great  discouragement  which  attends  the  work  of  the  min¬ 
istry,  is  a  knowledge  of  the  opposition  of  the  natural  heart  to  the  truth. 
The  minister  of  the  gospel  knows,  that  he  is  bound  to  declare  all  the 
counsel  of  God,  whether  men  will  hear,  or  whether  they  will  forbear. 
He  knows  that  he  must  not  keep  back  any  thing,  nor  disguise  any  thing, 
nor  soften  down  any  thing,  nor  slide  over  any  thing.  And  yet,  he  knows, 
both  from  the  bible  and  from  his  own  experience,  that  the  carnal  mind^ 
is  enmity  against  God,”  and,  consequently,  enmity  against  the  truth. 
He  is  anxious  to  do  his  people  good  ;  and  to  that  end,  he  is  anxious  to 
gain  from  them  a  favorable  hearing  of  the  truths  of  the  gospel.  But  he 
knows  that  those  truths  are  unpleasant  to  them,  in  their  very  nature  ;  and 
that  if  they  are  so  exhibited  as  to  be  understood  and  felt,  they  will  give 
offence.  He  knows  that  he  must  set  before  his  impenitent  hearers  cor-* 
rect  views  of  the  divine  character ;  but  he  knows  that  the  more  clearly 
they  see  it,  the  more  their  hearts  will  rise  in  opposition.  He  knows  that 
he  must  set  before  them  correct  views  of  their  own  character ;  but  he 
knows  that  the  more  clearly  it  is  done,  the  more  they  will  be  offended. 
And  that  minister  of  the  gospel  who  has  done  this  faithfully,  for  a  few 
years,  has  probably  bad  more  proofs  than  he  once  thought  be  ever  should 
have,  of  the  prejudice,  and  want  of  candor,  and  self  will,  and  determina*  * 
tion  not  to  be  convinced,  which  is  natural  to  every  human  heart. 

8.  Another  great  discouragement  which  attends  the  work  of  the  min¬ 
istry  is  the  return  which  many  make  to  a  faithful  minister  for  all  his  ef¬ 
forts  to  do  them  good  Some,  indeed,  value  the  gospel  and  wish  to  hear 
it  in  its  purity  ;  and  they  esteem  its  ministers  very  highly  in  love  for 
their  work’s  sake.  But  the  number  of  such  is  small.  Very  many  seem 
to  think  us  their  enemies  because  we  tell  them  the  truth.  And  athough 
it  ought  to  be  considered  the  highest  expression  of  real  friendship  to  show 
plainly  to  them  their  true  state  and  character,  and  point  them  to  the  only 
remedy,  very  many  ungratefully  refuse  to  listen  to  the  kindest  admoni¬ 
tions,  but  turn  away  with  strong  expressions  of  displeasure,  and  return 
evil  for  good,  and  cursing  for  blessing.  Such  returns  the  faithful  minis¬ 
ters  of  Chirist  have  experienced  in  all  ages.  And  such  returns  the  Lord 
and  Master  plainly  told  they  should  receive.  He  says  to  them,  (Matt. 
10,  16 — 22,)  Behold  I  send  you  forth  as  sheep  in  the  midst  of  wolves : 
Be  ye  therefore  wise  as  serpents,  and  harmless  as  doves.  But  beware  of 
men :  for  they  will  deliver  you  up  to  the  councils,  and  they  will  scourge 
you  in  their  synagogues  ;  and  ye  shall  be  brought  before  governors  and 
kings  for  my  sake,  for  a  testimony  against  thefn  and  the  gentiles.  And 
the  brother  shall  deliver  up  the  brother  to  death,  and  the  father  the  child : 
and  the  children  shall  rise  up  against  their  parents,  and  cause  them  to  be 
put  to  death.  And  ye  shall  be  hated  of  all  men  for  my  name’s  sake.” 
They  have  often  had  occasion  to  adopt  the  language  of  the  prophet,  (Jer. 
20.  10.)  heard  the  defaming  of  many,  fear  on  every  side.  Report, 
say  they,  and  we  will  report  it.  All  my  familiars  watched  for  my  halt- 
ing,  saying,  peradvent^^be^ill  be  enticed,  and  we  shall  prevail  against 
him,  and  we  shall  take  our  revenge  upon  him.”  Or,  the  language  of  the 
Psalmist,  (Ps.  109.  1 — 5.)  ^^Hold  not  thy  peace.  Oh  God  of  my  praise ; 
for  the  mouth  of  the  wicked,  and  the  mouth  of  the  deceitful  are  opened 
against  me :  They  have  s*poken  against  me  with  a  lying  tongue.  They 
compassed  me  about  also  with  jrords  of  hatred ;  and  fought  against  me 
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without  a  cause.  For  my  love  they  are  my  adversaries :  but  I  give  my- 
self  unto  prayer.  And  they  have  rewarded  me  evil  for  good,  and  hatred  ^ 
fbrmylove.’^  They  have  often  had  occasion  to  say  with  the  apostle,* 

fl  Cor.  4.  9 _ I3>)‘‘ Wcaremadea  spectacle  unto  the  world,  and  to 

angels,  and  to  men.  We  are  fools  for  Christas  sake.  Even  unto  this 
present  hour  we  both  hunger,  and  thirst,  and  are  naked,  and  are  buffeted, 
and  have  no  certain  dwelling  place.  And  labor,  working  with  our  own 
hands  :  being  reviled,  we  bless  ;  being  persecuted,  we  suffer  it ;  being 
defamed,  we  entreat :  we  are  made  as  the  filth  of  the  world,  and  are  the 
offscouring  of  all  things  unto  this  day.”  In  our  times,  indeed,  the  forma 
of  persecution  are  not  all  the  same ;  but  the  spirits  the  same,  and  very 
many  of  the  effects  are  eiperienced,  by  faitbfut  ministers  now.  How 
often  now  is  a  storm  of  persecution  nised  against  the  ministers  of  the 
gospel ;  and  how  often  are  they  driven  about  from  place  to  place,  becom* 
ing  literally,  as  well  as  in  spirit,  strangers  and  pilgrims  on  the  earth,  fre¬ 
quently  reduced  to  the  greatest  straits,  and  broken  down  with  poverty 
and  want :  and  all,  for  no  other  reason,  than  because  they  adhere  to  the 
simple  truths  of  the  gospel,  and  will  not  disguise  them  to  suit  the  depra¬ 
ved  taste  of  ungodly  men.  When  a  minister  knows  that  he  is  continually 
exposed  to  all  this,  is  it  not  discouraging? 

9.  -  Another  discouragement  which  attends  the  work  of  the  ministry, 
is  the  want  of  success.  The  good  minister  of  the  gospel  sincerely  de¬ 
sires  to  do  good  to  his  hearers.  He  earnestly  longs  to  see  them  turned 
from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God.  And 
when  it  pleases  God  to  make  his  labors  effectual  to  the  salvation  of  some, 
it  greatly  strengthens  his  hands  and  encourages  his  heart.  But  how  often 
has  the  minister  of  the  gospel  occasion  to  t^e  up  the  mournful  lamenta¬ 
tion,  (Ju.  12. 38,)  Who  bath  believed  our  report,  and  to  whom  hath 
the  arm  of  the  Lord  been  revealed?”  (Rom.  10.  21,)^^ All  day  long  1 
have  streched  forth  ray  hands  unto  a  disobedient  and  gainsaying  people.” 
And  how  trying  must  it  be  to  a  faithful  minister,  who  loves  the  souk  of 
his  people,  to  struggle  with  all  the  discouragements  which  attend  his 
-work,  to  endure  all  the  trials  to  which  it  exposes  him,  and  wear  out  his 
days  in  leaking  to  do  them  good,  and  yet  see  no  other  effect  produced  on 
the  great  mass  of  his  hearers,  but  their  being  rendered  more  hardened  and 
stupid,  and  ripened  for  more  awful  and  aggravated  destruction !  How  of- 
ten^  when  he  has  labored,  with  all  his  might,  to  produce  some  good  im¬ 
pression  upon  them,  is  bis  heart  pained  and  sickened  within  him,  to  see 
them  only  growing  worse  and  worse.  And  how  oftei^under  such  circum¬ 
stances,  is  he  tempted  to  abandon  the  work,  and  in  the  bitterne^  of  his 
soul,  to  adopt  the  rash  resolution  of  the  prophet,  I  will  not  make  men¬ 
tion  of  him,  nor  speak  any  more  in  his  name.” 

10.  I  will  mention  but  one  other  source  of  discouragement  to  the 
ministers  of  the  gospel  j  and  that  is,  the  disorderly  walk  of  many  proces¬ 
sors  of  religion.  This,  indeed,  is  a  great  discouragement  in  itself,  and  it 
IS  the  origin  of  many  others,  and  of  some  of  the  most  painful  and  trying 
that  a  minister  ever  experiences.  Indeed,  I  am  ready  to  think  that  the 
of  some  professed  Christians  do  mor^o  hinder  the  success 
gospel,  than  all  other  causes  put  together.  How  often,  when  the 
.  ,  .  .  of 
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fiiiuisier  nu  labored  to  produce  a  salutary  impression  upon  i 

if  i!^?^***^^***^  encouraged  with  flattering  tokens  of  success,  a 
wl  his  hopes  blasted  at  once,  by  the  conduct  of  professed  chrisdan 
How  often  does  open  and  violent  oppoudon  to  the  truth  take  its  rise 
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the  church  itself!  And  hour  often  are  the  wicked  strengthened  and  coiu 
firmed  in  their  enmity  to  the  gospel,  b3robserving  that  professed  chris^ 
tians  feel  exactly  as  they  do !  How  often  is  the  very  name  of  the  ehurek 
made  a  reproach  and  a  by  word,  by  the  strife,  and  contention,  and  evil 
speaking,  and  lust  of  domination,  which  are  seen  among  those  who  pro¬ 
fess  to  be  the  followers  of  Christ!  What  minister  of  the  gospel  has  not 
seen  these  things  among  professed  chiristians,  and  had  his  heart  pained, 
and  his  hands  weakened,  and  his  courage  destroyed,  in  this  way? — Rut  I 
forbear : — for  my  brethren  in  the  ministry  know  these  things,  by  their 
own  experience ;  and  language  cannot  convey  to  others  an  adequate  sense 
of  all  the  triab  and  discouragements  which  attend  the  work  of  the  minis^ 
try,  , 

A  few  brief  reflections  will  close  the  subject, 

1,  In  view  of  what  has  been  saK),  it  is  no  wonder  if  ministers  of  the 
gospel  are  sometimes  so  discouraged,  as  to  lose  their  energy  of  mind, 
and  grow  faint  in  their  work*  If  discouragements  have  this  efleirt  upon 
other  men,  so  that  they  sometimes  lose  their  enterprise,  and  sink  down 
into  a  state  of  listlessness  and  inactivity,  what  wonder  is  it,  if  they  some¬ 
times  have  the  same  efiect  upon  ministers  of  the  gospel  ?  What  wonder 
bit, if  ministers  of  the  gospel,  sometimes^  when  deprived  of  employ¬ 
ment,  or  expecting  to  be  so,  and  destitute  of  the  means  of  providing  for  a 
dependent  family,  should  look  hack,  with  painful  feelings,  upon  other  em* 
ployments,  in  which  they  might  have  engaged,  and  in  which  their  talents 
and  education  would  have  qualified  them  to  acquire  ease,  and  aflluence, 
and  honor ;  and  in  view  of  \ae  numerous  difliculties  which  attend  the 
^ork  of  the  ministry,  should  feel  ^eir  spirits  wholly  sink,  and  have  no 
heart  to  make  another  eflort  ?  Such  feelings  are  wrong,  indeed ;  but  in 
view  of  this  subject,  it  is  no  wonder  if  they  sometimes  exist, 

2,  In  view  of  what  has  been  said,  it  is  no  wonder  if  people  are  dis¬ 
satisfied  with  their  minbter.  When  we  consider  how  great  and  arduous 
are  the  duties  of  the  ministry,  and  bow  numerous  and  trying  are  tlie  dis¬ 
couragements  which  attend  it,  and  think  how  poorly  we  are  qualified  for 
the  work,  and  bow  numerous  are  the  mistakes  and  the  faults  which  we  are 
liable  to  commit,  we  cannot  think  it  strange  if  our  people  have  ^ause  of 
dissatisfaction.  And  when  we  consider  the  manner  in  which  many  at¬ 
tend  upon  oar  ministry,  the  use  they  make  of  what  they  hear,  the  unrea¬ 
sonable  expectations  which  many  indulge,  the  opposition  of  the  natural 
heart  to  the  truth,  and  the  influence  exerted  by  disorderly  walkers  in  the 

if  many  are  dissatisfied  without  cause. 


church,  it  is  no  won 
3.  In  view  of  wIkU  has  been  said,  we  see  that  minbtem  of  the  gospel 
need  the  forbearance,  the  sympathies,  and  the  prayers  of  their  people* 
If  the  work  is  so  difficult,  if  we  are  so  liable  to  err,  and  if  we  are  pressed 
on  every  side  with  so  many  temptations,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  we 
sometimes  fail  of  doing  our  duty,  and  furnish  occasion  for  the  exercise  of 
forbearance  from  our  people,  as  well  as  forbearance  from  our  God*  And 
if  our  sources  of  discouragement  are  so  many,  and  we  are  so  liable  to 
sink  under  them,  we  surely  need  the  solace  of  your  sympathies,  and  the 
assistance  of  your  prayers.  And  if  an  apostle  need^  to  include  in  al¬ 
most  every  epistle,  certainly  we  need  to  include  in  every  discourse,  the 
earnest  entreaty,  ^Bttikrm^ftayjar  U8.^ 
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Messrs.  Edilors^^ 

Residing  in  a  part  of  the  country  where  I  frequently  hear  aspersions 
cast  upon  missionaries,  and  where  it  is  sometimes  confidently  asserted 
that  no  success  has  hitherto  attended  missionary  labours,  1  have  been  led 
to  examine  the  subject  of  missions  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  there 
'was  any  foundation  for  such  assertions.  So  far  as  they  are  believed,  their 
influence  counteracts  that  spirit  of  diffusive  benevolence  which  characteri¬ 
zes  so  many  of  the  institutions  of  the  present  age.  Though  it  be  allow¬ 
ed  that  the  spread  of  the  gospel  in  the  heathen  lands  is  desirable,  yet  if, 
4ifter  a  fair  experiment,  it  is  found  that  all  the  money  and  labor  bestowed 
upon  the  heathen  are  lost,  and  that  all  efforts  to  evangelize  them  are  like¬ 
ly  to  prove  fruitless — that  our  missionaries  in  the  east  and  west  and 
south  are  wearing  out  their  lives,  and  living  on  public  charity  without  wit¬ 
nessing  any  beneficial  result  from  their  lal^rs,’’  this  fact  would  doubtless 
quench  the  ardour,  and  diminish  the  efforts  of  the  friends  of  missions. 
But  in  examining  the  authentic  documents,  1  have  found  that  this  objec¬ 
tion,  so  often  repeated  against  missions,  is  groundless.  The  fact  b  far 
otherwise,  and  instead  of  presenting  a  cause  for  discouragement  it  only 
tends  to  animate  to  increased  zeal  a(|d  extended  efforts. 

The  success  which  has  attended  the  missionary  efforts  of  the  past  and 
present  ages  furnishes  indubitable  evidence  that  these  efforts  are  the  means, 
by  which  the  Lord  shall  build  up  Zion,  make  her  wilderness  like  Eden, 
and  her  desert  like  the  garden  of  the  Lord.”  The  circumstance  that  no 
more  has  been  accomplished,  is  no  cause  for  relaxation,  while  the  fact  thaS 
so  muck  has  been  accomplished,  b  full  of  encouragement.  The  one  only 
shews  that  the  means  have  been  very  inadequate,  and  caUs  for  their  in¬ 
crease  ;  while  the  other  teaches  that  nothing  done  in  this  good  work  shall 
be  in  vain.  In  the  words  of  another,  The  wilderness  has  not  assumed 
the  aspect  of  Eden  in  a  moment,  and  we  did  not  expect  lij  but  one  green 
spot  after  another  has  appeared  and  every  thing  indicates  that  it  will,  ere 
long  open  upon  the  eye  in  all  the  richness  and  beauty  of  a  bright  and  ver¬ 
nal  landscape.’’ 

^  As  the  alleged  want  of  success  has  probably  prevented  many  contribu¬ 
ting  their  aid  to  this  work,  and  as  no  objection  could  be  more  groundless, 
a  brief  narrative  of  facts  maybe  useful  to  the  readers  of  your  valuable 
Magazine.  In  this  narrative  the  writer  will  studiously  preserve  the 
phraseology  of  the  original  and  authentic  documents,  except  when  obvi¬ 
ous  reasons  require  a  deviation.  Before  entering  directly  upon  the 
consideration  of  facts  relative  to  the  success  of  missions  at  the  present 
time,  it*  may  be  gratifying  te  notice  briefly  the  missionary  spirit  and  la* 
bours  of  the  first  settlers  of  New-England.  Our  forefathers  had  a  truly 
missionary  spirit  It  seemed  to  be  a  primary  object  with  them  to  extend 
the  happy  influence  of  that  religion  for  the  eqjoyment  of  which,  they  came 
to  this  western  world.  They  were  not  satisfied,  when  they  had  found  an 
^ylum,  in  which,  they  could  worship  God  without  moleitetioa,  agteea- 
Me  to  the  dictates  of  thmr  consciences*  but  tbev  weredesreua  tfaiA  tilt. 
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natives  of  the  wilderness  should  participate  with  them  in  the  blessings  of 
the  gospel.  The  most  distinguished  of  the  missionaries  to  the  Aborigin* 
als  of  New-England  were  Elliot  and  Mayhew. 

Elliot,  commonly  called  the  Apostle  to  the  *lndians,  was  settled  in  the 
ministry  at  Roxbury,  in  1632.  He  was  happy  among  his  people.  But 
his  benevolence  was  too  expansive  to  be  confined  by  parochial  limitSi 
while  the  heathen  on  his  borders  were  perishing  for  Imk  of  vision.  He 
applied  himself  to  the  study  of  the  Indian  language.  In  a  short  time  he 
was  able  to  speak  it  iutelligibly,  and  soon  published  an  Indian  Grammar, 
at  the  end  of  which  he  added  as  his  motto,  Prayers  and  pains  through 
faith  in  Christ  will  do  any  thing.”  Under  the  influence  of  this  sentiment, 
he  entered  upon  his  missionary  labours.  Says  his  Biographer,  The 
tribes  that  roamed  through  the  desert  became  dear  to  him,  like  his  own 
people,  and  he  often  forsook  the  charms  of  civilized  and  cultivated  society 
to  reside  with  men,  who  were  not  only  unacquainted  with  every  thing  cal* 
led  urbanity^  but  who  wanted  comfortable  means  of  subsistence  ;  with 
whom  he  would  associate  days  and  weeks  to  instruct  them  in  divine  thingf 
—and  also  acquaint  them  how  they  could  improve  their  condition 
upon  the  earth.  He  partook  with  them  in  the  hard  fare,  with  locks 
wet  with  the  dews  of  the  night,  and  exposed  to  attacks  from  the  beasts  of 
the  forests.  ” 

When  he  began  his  mission  there  were  about  Jii7  or.  20  tribes  within 
the  limits  of  the  English  planters,  'rhrougli  his  ii^^uence  many  pf  them 
soon  became  sensible  of  their  need  of  instroctiou,  and  expressed  their  de« 
sires  to  change  a  savage  for  a  civilized  life.  Undismayed  by  opposition, 
hi§ labours  were  unwearied  through  all  the  surrounding  country.  And 
all  his  eflbrts  were  successful.  He  translated  the  Bible  into  the  Indian 
tongue,  and  established  schools  for  the  instruction  of  the  natives.  The 
character  of  the  Indians  was  gradually  changed.  In  1674  there  were 
^owns  of  christianized  Indians.  In  1687  there  were  eighteen  Christian  as- 
i^blies  and  six  churches.  These  christianized  Indians  held  a  rank  de¬ 
cidedly  superior  to  other  natives. 

Soon  after  Elliot  commenced  bis  missionary  labours,  the  celebrated 
Mathew  imbibed  the  same  spirit,  and  engaged  in  similar  labours  on  Mar¬ 
tha’s  Vineyard.  After  having  learned  the  language  of  the  natives,  be 
went  from  house  to  house,  to  convince  them  of  their  fallen  and  degraded 
state,  and  inform  them  of  the  way  of  salvation  by  Jesus  Christ. 

He  did  not  expect  that  the  religion  of  the  natives  which  was  connected 
with  the  earliest  associations  would  be  changed  at  once  for  the  Christian 
religion.  But  by  a  disposition  to  encounter  *  difiSculties  and  persevere 
amidst  trials,  he  was  led  at  last  to  reap  the  reward  of  his  labours.  Sev¬ 
eral  became  seriously  impressed  by  divine  truth,  and  the  way  was  prepa¬ 
red  for  public  worship  among  them.  The  influence  of  this  single  mission¬ 
ary  was  soon  very  extensively  felt. 

Indians  of  distinction  were  favourably  impressed,  and  some  cordially 
embraced  the  gospel.  •  Some  of  these  became  zealous  in  their  eflbrts  to  as- 
sisl  the  missionary.  Their  influence  extended  to  others,  and  soon  whole 
fiimiUes  embraced  the  Christian  religion.  On  one  occasion,  after  a  dis¬ 
course  by  one  of  the  natives,  twenty-two  professed  to  be  penitent  for  their 
patt  sins.  At  another  time  fifty  came  in  one  day  to  join  the  worship- 

Crs  of  God.  Within  eight  years  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  were 
pi^bt  to  renounce  their  false  religion.  The  influence  of  this  change  up- 
ww  veiy  Mlutaiy.  They  now  bonnd  themselves  to  be 
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The  madness  of  men  in  neglecting  to  prepare  for  death  and  eternitj  ie  rerj 
ingeniously  and  forcibly  illustrated  in  the  follovring  piece  arrittea  by  the  late 


ingeniously  and  forcibly  illustrated  in  the  follovring  piece  arritten  by  the  late 
Jane  Taylor.  It  is  one  of  the  lost  and  happiest  pmuctions  of  her  pen. — JV. 
F.  Ohierver. 

In  a  remote  period  of  antiquityi  when  the  supernatural  and  the  manriil- 
lous  obtained  a  readier  cre^nce  than  noar,  it  was  fabled  that  a  stranger 
of  extraordinaiy  appearance  was  observed  pacing  tfte  stre^  of  one  of  the 
magnificent  cities  of  the  Ek»t,  remarking  with  an  eye  of  rotelligent  cmri* 
otiiy  every  surrounding  object  Several  individuals  gathering  arbuod 
him,  question^  him  Concerning  hb  country  and  his  buaness ;  but  thd^ 
presently  perceived  that  he  was  unacquainted  with  their  language,  and  M 
discovered  himself  td  be  equally  igiiohmt  of  the  moti  common  oail» 
g^  of  society.  At  the  same  time,  the  digni^  and  intelUgence  of  hli 
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lunatic.  When  at  length  he  understood  by  their  signs,  that  they  wished 
to  be  informed  whence  he  came,  he  pointed  with  great  significance  to  the 
sky ;  upon  which  the  crowd,  concluding  him  to  be  one  of  their  deities, 
were  proceeding  to  pay  him  divine  honours  :  but  he  no  soener  compre¬ 
hended  their  design,  than  he  rejected  it  with  horror;  and  bending  his 
knees  and  raising  his  hands  to  heaven  in  the  attitude  of  prayer,  gave  them 
to  understand  that  he  also  was  a  worshipper  of  the  powers  above. 

After  a  time,  it  is  said  that  the  mysterious  stranger  accepted  the  hospi¬ 
talities  of  one  of  the  nobles  of  the  city  ;  under  whose  roof  he  applied 
himself  with  great  diligence  to  the  acquirement  of  the  language,  in  which 
he  made  such  surprising  proficiency,  that  in  a  few  days  he  was  able  to 
hold  intelligent  intercourse  with  those  around  him.  The  noble  ho^  now 
resolved  to  take  an  early  opportunity  of  satisfying  his  curiosity  respecting 
the  country  and  quality  of  his  guest ;  and  upon  his  expressing  this  desi% 
the  stranger  assured  him  that  he  would  answer  his  inquiries  tnat  evening 
after  sunset.  Accordingly,  as  night  approached,  he  led  him  forth  upon 
the  balconies  of  the  palace  which  overlooked  the  wealthy  and  populous 
city,  innumerable  lights  from  its  busy  streets  and  splendid  palaces  were 
now  reflected  in  the  dark  bosom  of  its  noble  river ;  where  stately  vessels 
laded  with  rich  merchandize  from  all  parts  of  the  known  world,  lay  an¬ 
chored  in  the  port.  This  was  a  city  in  which  the  voice  of  the  harp  and  the 
viol,  and  the  sound  of  the  millstone  were  continually  heard ;  and  crafts¬ 
men  of  all  kinds  of  craft  were  there :  and  the  ligb^of  a  candle  was  seen 
in  every  dwelling ;  and  the  voice  of  the  bridegroom  and  the  voice  of  the 
bride  were  heard  there.  The  stranger  mused  awhile  upon  the  glittering 
scene,  and  listened  to  the  confused  murmur  of  mingling  sounds.  Then 
suddenly  raising  his  eyes  to  the  starry  firmament,  he  fix^  them  with  an 
expressive  gaze  on  the  beautiful  evening  star,  which  was  just  sinking  be¬ 
hind  a  dark  grove  that  surrounded  one  of  the  principal  temples  of  the 
city.  Marvel  not/’  said  he  to  his  host,  that  I  am  wont  to  gaze  with 
fond  afiection  on  yonder  silvery  star.  That  was  my  home ;  yes,  1  was 
lately  an  inhabitant  of  that  tranquil  planet ;  from  whence  a  vain  curiosity 
has  tempted  me  to  wander.  Often  bad  I  beheld  with  wondering  admira¬ 
tion  this  brilliant  world  of  yours,  ever  one  of  the  brightest  gems  of  our 
firmament :  and  the  ardent  desire  I  had  long  felt  to  know  something  of 
its  condition  was  at  length  unexpectedly  gratified.  I  received  permission 
and  power  from  above  to  traverse  the  mighty  void,  and  to  direct  my 
course  to  this  distant  sphere.  To  that  permission,  however,  one  condi¬ 
tion  was  annexed,  to  which  my  eagerness  for  the  enterprise  induced  me 
hastily  to  consent ;  namely,  that  I  must  thenceforth  remain  an  inhabitant 
of  this  strange  earth,  and  undergo  all  the  vicissitudes  to  which  its  natives 
are  subject.  Tell  me,  therefore,  I  pray  you,  what  is  the  lot  of  man  P 
and  explain  to  me  more  fully  than  I  yet  understand  all  that  I  hear  and 
see  around  me.” 

Truly,  sir,”  replied  the  astonished  noble,  although  I  am  altogether 
unacquainted  with  tile  manners  and  customs,  products  and  privileges  of 
your  country,  yet  methinks  I  cannot  but  congratulate  you  on  your  arrival 
in  our  world  ;  especially  since  it  has  been  your  good  fortune  to  alight  on 
a  part  of  it  affording  such  various  sources  of  enjoyment  as  this  our  opu« 
lent  and  luxurious  city.  And  be  assured  it  will  be  my  pride  and  pleas- 

to  introduce  you  to  all  that  is  most  worthy  the  attention  of  such  a  dis- 
finished  foreigner*” 

Our  adventurer,  a€cordiiigl;^i  was  presently  initiated  in  those  arts  of 
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luxury  and  pleasure  which  were  there  well  understood.  He  was  introdu¬ 
ced  by  his  obliging  host  to  their  public  games  and  festivals,  to  their  the¬ 
atrical  diversions  and  convivial  assemblies ;  and  in  a  short  time  he  began 
to  feel  some  relish  for  amusements,  the  meaning  of  which,  at  first,  he  could 
scarcely  comprehend.  The  next  lesson  which  it  became  desirable  to  im¬ 
part  to  him,  was  the  necessity  of  acquiring  wealth  as  the  only  means  of 
obtaining  pleasure.  A  fact  which  was  no  sooner  underst04»d  by  the  stran¬ 
ger,  than  he  gratefully  accepted  the  offer  of  his  friendly  host  to  place  him 
in  a  situation  in  which  he  might  amass  riches.  To  this  object  he  began 
to  apply  himself  with  diligence,  and  was  becoming  in  a  manner  reconcil¬ 
ed  to  the’ manners  and  customs  of  our  planet,  strangely  as  they  differed 
from  those  of  bis  own,  when  an  incident  occurred  which  gave  an  entirely 
new  direction  to  his  energies. 

^  It  was  but  a  few  weeks  after  his  arrival  on  our  earth,  when  walking  in 
the  cool  of  the  day  with  his  friend  in  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  his  atten¬ 
tion  was  arrested  by  the  appearance  of  a  spacious  enclosure  near  which 
they  passed ;  he  inquired  the  use  to  which  it  was  appropriated. 

Is  is,”  replied  the  noble,  ^^a  place  of  public  interment.” 

**  I  do  not  understand  you,”  said  the  stranger. 

It  is  the  place,”  repeated  his  friend,  ‘‘  where  we  bury  our  dead.” 

Excuse  me,  sir,’  replied  his  companion,  with  some  embarrassment,  ^  I 
must  trouble  you  to  explain  yourself  yet  further.” 

The  nobleman  repeated  the  information  in  still  plainer  terms. 

I  am  still  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  you  perfectly,”  said  the  stranger, 
turning  deadly  pale.  This  must  relate  to  something  of  which  I  was  not 
only  totally  ignorant  of  in  my  own  world,  but  of  which  I  have  as  yet  had 
no  intimation  in  yours.  I  pray  you,  therefore,  to  satisfy  my  curiosity ; 
for  if  1  have  any  clue  to  your  meaning,  this  surel v  is  a  matter  of  more 
mighty  concernment  than  any  to  which  you  have  hitherto  directed  me.” 

My  good  friend,”  replied  the  nobleman,  you  must  be  indeed  a  nov¬ 
ice  amongst  us,  if  you  have  yet  to  learn  that  we  mui^t  all,  sooner  or  later, 
submit  to  take  our  place  in  these  dismal  abodes  :  nor  will  I  deny  that  it 
is  one  of  the  least  desirable  of  the  circumstances  which  appertain  to  our 
condition ;  for  which  reason  it  is  a  matter  rarely  referred  to  in  polished 
society,  and  this  accounts  for  your  being  hitherto  uniformed  on  the  sub¬ 
ject. — But  truly,  sir,  if  the  inhabitants  of  the  place  whenct  you  came  are 
not  liable  to  any  similar  misfortune,  I  advise  you  to  betake  yourself  back 
again  with  all  speed  ;  for  be  assured  there  is  no  escape  here;  nor  ct^d  I 
guarantee  your  safety  for  a  single  hour  ” 

Alas,”  replied  the  adventurer,  I  must  submit  to  the  conditions  of 
my  enterprise ;  of  which  till  now  I  little  knew  the  import.  But  explain 
to  me,  I  beseech  you,  something  more  of  the  nature  and  consequences  of 
this  wondrous  metamorphosis,  tell  me  at  what  period  it  most  com¬ 
monly  happens  to  man.” 

While  he  thus  spoke,  his  voice  fidtered,  and  his  whole  frame  shfiok  vio¬ 
lently  ;  and  his  countenance  was  as  pale  as  death,  and  a  cold  dew  stood 
in  large  drops  upon  his  forehead. 

®y  compaBioo,  finding  the  discourse  becoming  more  seri- 

om  thu  was  agreeable,  declared  he  must  refer  him  to  the  priesu  for  fin^ 

subject  being  very  much  out  of  his  province* 
nowr’excUmed  the  stranger,  then  I  cannot  have  understood 
^  ^  only  die ; — are  not  you  to  die  also?” 

.  tlis  tneod,  evading  questions,  hastily  conducted  his  importuoale 
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companion  to  one  of  their  ma^ificent  temples^  where  be  ffaully  conaigi^ 
ed  him  to  the  instructions  of  the  priesthood. 

The  emotion  which  the  stranger  had  betrayed  when  he  received  the 
first  idea  of  death,  was  yet  slight  in  comparison  with  that  which  he  expe» 
rienced  as  soon  as  he  gathered  from  the  discourses  of  the  priests,  some 
notion  of  immortality,  and  of  the  alternative  of  happiness  or  misery  in  a 
future  state.  But  this  agony  of  mind  was  exchangeil  for  transport  when 
he  learned  that,  by  the  performance  of  certain  conditions  before  death, 
his  state  of  happiness  might  be  secured.  His  eagerness  to  learn  the 
nature  of  these  terms,  excited  the  surprise  and  even  the  contempt  of  his 
sacred  teachers.  They  advised  him  to  remain  satisfied  for  the  present 
with  the  instructions  he  had  received,  and  to  defer  the  remainder  of  the 
discussion  till  to-morrow. 

^^How!”  exclaimed  the  novice,  ‘^say  ye  not  that  death  may  come  at 
any  hour  ? — may  it  not  then  come  this  hour  P — and  what  if  it  should 
come  before  I  have  performed  these  conditions!  O!  withhold  not  the 
excellent  knowledge  from  me  a  single  moment 

The  priests,  suppressing  a  smile  at  his  simplicity,  then  proceeded  to 
explain  their  Theology  to  their  attentive  auditor ;  but  who  shall  describe 
the  ecstacy  of  his  happiness  when  he  was  given  to  understand  that  the 
required  conditions  were,  generally,  of  easy  and  pleasant  performance  ; 
and  that  the  occasional  difficulties  or  inconveniences  which  might  attend 
them,  would  entirely  cease  with  the  short  term  of  his  earthly  existence. 

If,  then,  I  understand  you  rightly,”  said  he  to  his  instructors,  this 
event  which  you  call  death,  ai.tl  which  seems  in  itself  strangely  terrible^ 
is  most  desirable  and  blissfol.  •What  a  favour  is  this  which  is  granted  to 
me  in  being  sent  to  inhabit  a  planet  in  which  1  can  die  !”-^The  priests 
again  exchanged  smiles  with  each  other ;  but  their  ridrcole  was  wholly 
lost  upon  the  enraptured  stranger. 

When  the  first  transports  of  his  emotion  bad  subsided.  He  began  to  re¬ 
flect  with  sore  uneasiness  on  the  time  he  had  already  lost  since  his  arrival. 

Alas,  what  have  1  been  doing !”  exclaimed  he.  This  gold  which  I 
have  been  collecting,  tell  me,  reverend  priests,  will  it  avail  me  any  thing 
when  the  thirty  or  forty  years  are  expired  which  you  say  I  may  pouibly 
sojourn  in  your  planet !” 

Nay,”  replied  the  priests,  but  verily  you  will  find  it  of  excellent  ost 
so  long  as  you  remain  in  it.” 

A  very  little  of  it  shall  suffice  me,”  replied  he ;  for  consider  bow 
soonuiis  period  will  be  past :  what  avails  it  what  my  condition  may  be 
for  so  short  a  season!  I  will  betake  myself,  from  this  hbor,  to  the  grand 
concerns  of  which  you  have  charitably  infiwmed  me.” 

Accordingly,  from  that  period^  continued  the  i^nd,  the  stranger  de¬ 
voted  himself  to  the  performance  of  those  conditfom  on  iriiich,  he  wax 
told,  his  future  welfare  depended ;  but,  iu  so  doing,  he  had  an  opposition 
toencoilhter,  wholly  unexpected,  and  for  which  he  was  even  at  a  loss  to 
account  thus  devoting  his  chief  attention  to  his  chief  inteiests,  he , 
excited  the  surprise,  the  contempt,  and  ei^  ithe  entnity  of  most  of  tbe^ 
inhabitants  of  the  city ;  and  they  rarely  mentioned  Mm  but  with  a  term 
of  reproach,  which  has  been  variously  rendered  io  aBthe  nKxlem  hmgiMk 
ges.  Nothing  could  equal  the  strands  turpiim  at  this  drcninstance ; 
at  weU  as  thm  of  his  fellow  cHixens  appearing,  genetnMy,  so  extremely 
indifferent  as  they  do  to  their  ewn  interests.  That  diey  Aoold  have  s^ 
Iktfo  prudence  aoi  forethouiM  as  to  pcoYide  cMy  fm  t^ 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Now  I  beheld  that  the  pilgrims  had  arrived  at  the  bouse  of  the  Inter¬ 
preter,  where  they  knocked,  and  one  opened  the  door,  and  inquired  who 
they  were,  and  what  they  wanted.  Then  Thoughtful  told  him  they  were 
pilgrims  who  entered  thi^  way  at  the  Wicket  gate,  and  were  bid  to  call  at 
the  house  of  the  Interpreter,  to  be  more  fully  instructed  in  the  King’s 
statutes  So  they  were  desired  to  walk  in,  and  were  introduced  into  the 
presence  of  the  lnt«  rpreter,  a  venerable  old  man,  of  a  grave,  but  pleas¬ 
ant  countenance,  who  desired  them  to  be  seated,  and  then  inquired  who 
they  were,  and  how  they  had  come  in  at  the  gate,  and  what  they  bad 
met  with  by  toe  way ;  and  they  told  him.  Then  he  said, 

/n.  Yon  did  well  ip  not  exchanging  your  books  with  Mr.  Plausible. 
He  is  an  impostor,  and  ap  enemy  to  pilgriips ;  and  by  good  words  and 
fair  speeches  be  deceiveth  the  hearts  of  tl^  simple.  He  knows  that  none 
are  approved  by  the  Lord  of  the  way,  but  such  as  love  his  statutes,  and 
ol^y  them.  He  desires,  therefore,  to  keep  them  ignorant  of  these,  or  to 
make  them  believe  they  are  diffiurent  from  what  they  are.  For  this  pur¬ 
pose  wishes  to  deprive  them  of  their  books,  or  destroy  their  confi¬ 
dence  in  them.  And  if  he  cannot  prevail  upon  them  to  lake  his  mutila¬ 
ted  and  erroneous  copies,  be  often  fills  their  minds  with  doubts  as  to  tba 
correctness  of  those  they  lutve,  and  greatly  hinders  their  improvement 
^d  comfort  in  perusing  them.  As  for  his  pretended  Improved  VersaoOt 
it  was  indeed  mmie  by  men  of  learning  and  abilities ;  but  they  were  men 
who  wished  to  degrade  the  character  of  the  Prince  Immanuel,  and  rob 
him  of  his  honors.  They  wished  also  to  ipisrepreseut  the  character,  and 
government,  and  deogns  of  the  King,  and  to  make  it  appear  that  he 
^ould  not  destroy  his  enemies  and  bum  up  their  cities  with  unquenchabla 
file.  His  other  copies  are  ipore  or  less  erroneous,  in  order  to  suit  tht 
different  inclinations  of  tho^  who  may  be  wilUi^  to  exchange.  Thai 
mat^by  John  the  Itineram,  does  not  indeed,  like  so&e  of  them,  degrade 
the  Pnnce  Immanuel  to  a  mere  fallible,  peccable  man,  ner  deny  the  e^» 
^ce^  of  the  Holy  Comforter,  nor  the  everlasting  punishment  of  the 
Kmg  s  enemies :  but  if  you  should  compare  it  with  your  own  copiei^ 
you  woiddperctifeikatijikii^jl^dad  to  mimy  ol  the  docirnms 
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which  yoar  copi^  teach,  and  to  &vor  those  which  he  labored  to  estab^ 
lish ;  and  that  it  differs  from  yours  in  so  many  places,  that  its  tendency 
must  be  to  weaken  the  confidence  of  the  feeble  minded  in  any  copy,  and 
make  them  believe  that  there  is  no  dependences  be  placed  on  the  King’s 
statute  book ;  and  thus  prepare  them  to  be  carried  almut  with  every  wind 
of  doctrine,  and  become  a  prey  to  every  deceiver. 

Ardent.  I  confess  that  I  was  too  much  inclined  to  listen  to  Mr.  Plausi¬ 
ble,  and  was  disposed  to  receive  hb  books.  But  I  desire  to  be  thankful 
that  I  have  escaped  the  danger. 

Th.  1  wish  to  know  what  ground  we  have  to  depend  upon  the  correct* 
ness  of  our  present  copies  of  the  King’s  statute  book,  that  my  confidence 
in  it  may  not  again  be  shaken ;  for  I  confess  that  Mr.  Plausible’s  dis¬ 
course  made  some  impression  upon  my  mind  abo. 

/n.  As  to  the  correctness  of  the  original  copy  of  which  *  your  copies 
are  a  translation,  I  would  observe,  that  the  most  learned  of  the  King’s 
servants  have  carefully  compared  all  the  copies  that  could  be  found  in  the 
different  parts  of  the  world,  and  taken  down  a  statement  of  every  varia¬ 
tion,  even  in  the  manner  of  spelling  the  same  words,  and  published  the 
result  of  their  labors ;  from  which  it  appears,  that  the  copies  in  present 
use  cannot  differ,  in  any  important  particular,  from  those  which  were 
written  by  the  King*s  scribes.  And  as  to  the  translation  you  have,  it  was 
the  joint  labor  of  forty-seven  of  the  most  learned  of  the  King’s  servants 
that  could  be  found,  in  a  learned  age,  and  is  the  copy  distributed  by  all 
those  corporations  which  the  King  has  cau^d  to  ^established  for  the  ^ 
wider  circulation  of  his  statute  book,  in  which  corporations  are  included 
the  most  learned  of  the  King’s  servants  now  living.  So  that  you  may 
judge  yourselves  whether  there  are  likely  to  be  any  important  defects  in 
it.  No ;  whatever  Mr.  Plausible  may  pretend,  you  may  depend  upon 
the  copy  you  have,  and  receive  whatever  it  contains,  as  the  pure  word  of 
the  King. 

Th.  f  wish  to  be  informed  also,  how  I  shall  know  what  is  the  true  sense 
'of  the  King’s  statute  book ;  for  I  find  that  it  is  interpreted  differently. 

In.  The  most  important  requisite,  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  true  sense  of 
the  King’s  statute  book,  is  a  humble,  teachable  disposition.  The  ^ince 
Immanuel  hath  said,  If  any  man  will  do  hb  will,  he  shall  know  of  the  i 
doctrine,  whether  it  be  of  God,  or  whether  I  speak  of  myself.”  A  diso¬ 
bedient  heart  is  the  only  important  difficulty  in  the  way  of  a  right  under- 
standii^  of  the  King’s  book.  If  you  feel  your  own  ignorance,  and  are 
willing  to  be  taught  by  the  King,  and  to  receive  and  obey  whatever  he 
teaches,  without  murmurings  a^  disputings,  you  will  be  likely  to  find  no 
difficulty. 

Th.  But  I  have  heard  it  alleged,  that  the  King’s  statute  book  is  very 
dark  and  difficult  to  be  understood ;  and  that  it  is  in  vSin  for  persons  of 
common  understanding  to  try  to  know  what  it  means. 

In.  That  b  the  language  of  those  who  are  too  indolent  to  search,  or 
who  are  dbposed  to  disobey.  Remember,  that  it  is  a  revelation  from 
the  King,  not  merely  fur  the  use  of  the  learned,  but  for  those  of  commoof 
understanding  also.  Itb  an  impeachment  of  hi^  wisdom  and  goodness* 
to  suppose  it  b  not  well  adapted  to  answer  the  purposes  for  which  it  wSf 

gJven*  .  .  ^  ’ 

By  wbat  rules  of  interpretation  shall  I  eletermine  what  is  the  true, 
senie  of  any  passage  1  ^ 

in.  By  tm  same  rules  that  you  determine  what  is  the  true  sense  of  J 
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aoy  thing  that  is  said  to  yon.  Consider  the  connexiooi  and  what  is  tl^ 
subject  of  discourse,  and  let  the  words  be  understood  according  to  their 
plainest  and  roost  obvious  import  when  used  in  such  a  connexion. 

Th.  Are  not  the  same  expressions  used  sometimes  figuratively,  and 
sometimes  literally  ? 

In.  Yes:  But  the  connexion  will  always  decide.  If  they  are  used  fig* 
uratively,  the  connexion  will  make  it  manifest ;  and  it  will  show  also 
what  is  the  meaning  of  the  figure.  If  the  connexion  furnishes  no  reason 
why  the  expression  should  be  understood  figuratively,  it  ought  to  be  un* 
derstood  literally.  Y(»u  must  not  think  you  may  understand  an  expres¬ 
sion  figuratively  or  liter  dly  at  your  pleasure.  This  would  destroy  the 
use  of  the  King’s  book  altogether,  and  make  every  man’s  own  fancy  his 

rule.  *  ^  . 

Th,  I  have  heard  it  alleged  also  that  some  universal  terms,  such  as  oU, 
every f  forever y  everlastings  are  sometimes  used  in  a  limited,  and  some¬ 
times  in  an  unlimited  sense.  How  shall  I  know  which  sense  to  attach  to 

them  ?  .  ^ 

/n.  AH  words  which  have  an  unlimited  sense,  ought  to  be  understood  in 
that  sense,  unless  there  is  something  in  the  connexion  which  plainly  fixes 
a  limitation. 

Th.  How  is  it  then  that  the  advocates  of  error  often  seem  to  have  so 
much  from  the  King’s  book  to  support  their  opinions  ? 

In*  ‘  Most  of  the  advocates  of  error  believe  some  truth,  as  well  as  some 
error.  They  can  bring  proof  from  the  King’s  book,  to  support  every 
truth  they  believe.  And  when  they  wish  to  oppose  any  truth,  they  usu¬ 
ally  stale  it  wrong,  so  that  it  has  the  appearance  of  an  error ;  and  thus 
they  seem  to  bring  much  against  it  from  the  King’s  book.  They  also 
wrest  what  is  contained  in  the  King's  book,  so  as  to  make  it  seem  to  bear 
upon  the  point  in  dispute  ;  or  they  try  to  keep  the  point  in  dispute  out  of 
sight,  and  set  up  something  else,  which  is  a  truth,  instead  of  it,  and  hav¬ 
ing  proved  that,  they  pretend  they  have  gained  the  point  in  dispute, 
when,  in  reality,  they  have  not  touched  it  at  all.  By  such  arts,  they  of¬ 
ten  impose  upon  the  credulous  and  unthinking. 

Ard.  I  trust  we  shall  be  disposed  to  take  the  King’s  book  for  our  guide, 
and  embrace  whatever  it  contains.  I  long  to  see  the  rare  and  profitable 
sights  which  pilgrims  have  formerly  seen  here. 

So  the  Interpreter  took  the  pilgrims  into  his  significant  rooms,  and 
shewed  them  those  things  which  had  been  seeu  by  the  pilgrim  Chrisliaot 
and  also  those  which  had  been  seen  by  Christiana  and  her  company* 
After  this  was  done,  and  they  had  conversed  upon  them  sufficiently,  be 
took  them  to  see  certain  other  things,  which  he  thought  might  be  profita¬ 
ble  to  them. 

First  he  took  them  to  the  door  of  a  prison,  where,  looking  through  the 
grates,  they  saw  a  man  made  fast  in  irons ;  and  they  saw  also  that  the 
doors  of  the  prison  were  locked  and  barred  upon  him  2  Then  there 
came  one  who  looked  through  the  grates,  and  called  to  the  mas,  and  bid 
him  come  out,  and  ofiered  Jiim  a  great  reward  if  he  would  do  so.  Then 
said  the  man,  why  do  you  mock  me  ?  You  see  I  cannot  come  out,  fcr  1 

am  fast  bound  in  chains  j  and  the  doors  of  the.  prison  are  also  closed  up- 
un  roe.  Alias !  wnnlfl  crlAriiir  sr  v 
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inabitity  to  comply  with  the  invitations  of  the  gospel ;  and  yet  address 
those  invitations  to  all  indiscriminately,  and  urge  them  to  comply ;  when 
according  to  their  own  scheme,  they  cannot  comply  if  they  would. 

But,  follow  me  to  another  apartment.^ 

So  they  followed  h^m  to  another  apartment,  where  also  there  was  a 
prison,  with  a  roan  in  it  as  before.  And  while  they  looked,  one  came 
and  threw  o[)en  the  prison  doors,  and  went  to  the  prisoner,  knocked  off 
his  chains,  and  set  him  on  his  feet,  so  that  he  walked  about  freely.  He 
tbeninvitH  him  to  come  out,  and  offered  him  great  rewards  if  he  would 
comply.  But  the  man  answered,  I  love  my  prison,  and  cannot  leave  it ; 

I  despise  your  rewards,  and  cannot  accept  them.  I  cannot  come  out. 

Then  said  the  pilgrims  what  means  this  ? 

In,  This  case  illustrates  the  real  situation  of  the  sinner.  What  the 
Prince  Immanuel  has  done,  has  unbarred  his  prison  doors,  and  knocked 
off  his  chains.  He  can  come  out,  if  he  will.  But  he  wiU  not.  He 
loveahls  prison,  and  is  unwilling  to  leave  it.  He  despises  the  rewards 
which  are  offered,  and  will  not  accept  them.  He  also  says  he  cannot 
come  out  j  but  it  is  plain,  that  his  cannot  is  only  a  will  not.  His  inabib 
ity  to  come  out  is  wholly  ^LfnorcU  inability,-  It  is  nothing  but  disinclin¬ 
ation. 

Then  the  Interpreter  took  tl^em  to  another  place,  and  bid  them  look 
into  two  dark  rooms,  and  tell  which  of  them  was  clean.  Then  said  the 
pilgrims,  we  cannot  tell ;  they  appear  to  be  both  alike. 

Then  the  Interpreter  called  for  one  to  bring  a  light,  and  bid  them  look 
again,  which  they  did.  And  they  saw  that  one  of  the  rooms  was  entirely 
clean ;  but  the  other  was  exceedingly  foul ;  loathsome  reptiles  were 
crawling  upon  the  floor,  and  spiders,  bloated  with  poison,  were  creeping 
upon  the  walls,  and  dangling  from  the  ceiling. 

Then  said  the  pilgrims,  what  means  this  ? 

In  This  illustrates  one  effect  of  the  faithful  preaching  of  the  gospel. 
Before  the  light  of  truth  comes,  men  may  appear  to  be  perfectly  alike, 
and  seem  to  have  the  same  temper  of  heart ;  as  the  two  rooms  appeared 
to  be  alike,  while  no  light  shined  into  them.  But  the  light  of  truth 
makes  manifest.  When  the  truths  of  the  gospel  are  clearly  exhibited, 
those  who  have  a  clean  heart  will  be  made  manifest ;  and  those  whose 
hearts  are  foul  as  this  room  will  be  made  manifest  also.  And  whereas 
the  bringing  in  of  the  light,  was  not  what  made  the  room  foul,  but  it  only 
discovei^  the  foulness  which  was  in  it  already,  so  the  clear  exhibition  of 
the  light  of  truth  is  not  to  be  found  fault  witb^  as  though  it  made  men  so 
much  worse,  as  it  soon  discovers  them  to  be. 

Then  he  took  them  to  another  place  where  was  a  dark  room,  and  a 
man  entering  with  a  light  in  his  hand  a  thief,  who  was  there  for  the 
purposes  of  plunder,  stepped  towards  him,  and  endeavored  to  strike  the 
•light  out  of  his  hand.  But  when  he  had  made  several  attempts  to  do 
that,  without  success,  be  began  to  strike  at  the  man  who  bore  it,  that  he 
might  knock  him  down  if  he  could. 

Then  said  the  pilgrims,  what  means  this  ? 

In*  This  illustrates  another  effect  of  the  faithful  preaching  of  the  gos¬ 
pel.  When  the  light  of  truth  is  brought  in,  and  begins  to  discover  the 
true  character  of  the  wicked,  as  they  love  darkness  rather  than  light,  be¬ 
cause  their  deeds  are  evil,  they  hate  the  light  and  try  to  extinguish  it* 
They  deny  the  truth  and  try  to  make  others  disbelieve  it.  But  when 
these  attempts  do  not  succeed,  and  they  cannot  extinguish  the  light,  nor 
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conceal  themselves  from  it,  their  enmity  is  roused  against  him  who  bears 
it,  and  they  try  to  get  him  out  of  the  way,  that  the  light  may  no  longer 
shine,  to  disturb  them  in  the  execution  of  their  designs. 

Then  he  took  them  to  another  place  where  was  one  playing  upon  a 
musical  instrument,  to  a  room  full  of  people.  But  they  saw  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  paid  very  little  attention  to  the  music,  being  busily  engaged  in  conver¬ 
sing  with  each  other,  or  in  taking  notice  of  each  other’s  dress,  or  in  ex¬ 
hibiting  their^own :  and  some  of  them  seemed  to  be  very  drowsy  and  al¬ 
most  asleep.  Then  the  Interpreter  bid  the  pilgrims  ask  the  people  how 
they  liked  the  music  ;  ana  they  all  answered  that  they  liked  it  exceeding¬ 
ly  ;  they  thought  it  was  very  fine  indeed ;  they  had  never  heard  better. 
So  the  pilgrims  kept  looking,  and  soon  after,  the  whole  company  seemed 
to  be  all  attention  to  the  music  ;  every  one  was  awake,  every  noise  was 
hushed,  every  eye  was  fixed,  and  every  ear  was  open.  Then  the  Inter¬ 
preter  bid  the  pilgrims  again  ask  the  people  how  they  liked  the  music ; 
and  now  they  answered  different  ways.  Some  declared  they  bad  never 
heard  it  before,  but  liked  it  well.  Some  said  they  had  before  only  heard 
a  few  notes  at  a  time,  and  they  liked  it  now  better  than  ever.  But  many 
of  them  exclaimed  against  it,  as  the  worst  they  had  ever  heard.  The 
instrument  they  said  was  out  of  tune,  and  made  dreadful  discord ;  and 
the  performer  discovered  a  strange  want  of  taste.  They  thought  he  bad 
altered  unaccountably  for  the  worse,  (though  iIk  pilgrims  had  perceived 
no  alteration ;)  and  some  said,  if  he  did  not  soon  mend  his  hand,  they 
would  hear  him  no  longer. 

Then  said  the  pilgrims,  what  means  this  ? 

In.  This  illustrates  another  efiect  of  the  faithful  preaching  of  the  gos¬ 
pel.  When  a  preacher  who  has  the  character  of  preaching  well,  comes 
to  a  congregation  who  are  in  a  stupid  s||te,  having  their  minds  occupied 
with  worldly  pleasure  and  amusements,  they  are  ready  enough  to  think 
he  preaches  well,  and  to  join  in  extolling  his  performances,  though  they 
had  not  in  reality  heard  them  so  as  to  be  qualified  to  form  any  judgment. 
But  afterwards,  when  their  attention  is  excited,  and  they  hear  so  as  to  un¬ 
derstand  what  He  preaches,  those  who  really  love  the  gospel  like  it  better 
than  before ;  and  some,  who  have  never  heard  with  serious  attention  and 
self-application,  having  now  the  truth  set  home  to  their  consciences  and 
their  hearts,  and  feeling  its  sanctifying  power,  are  well  pleased.  But 
tho^  who  really  hate  the  truth,  are  now  greatly  displeased ;  and  remem¬ 
bering  that  they  had  before  expressed  their  approbation,  they  think  the 
change  is  in  the  preacher,  though  in  reality  he  preaches  the  same  truths  ; 
and  many  of  them  are  now  so  much  provoked,  that  they  declare  they 
^will  not' hear  such  things  any  longer,  though  they  are  the  very  same  things 
they  joined  in  commending  a  little  while  before. 


THE  MIRACLE. 

f 

A  German  Parable. 

^  One  day  in  Spring,  Solomon,  then  a  youth,  sat  under  the  palm-trees, 
in  the  garden  of  the  Idng,  his  father,  with  his  eyt$  fixed  an  the  ground, 
and  absorbed  in  thought.  Nathan,  his  preceptor,  went  up  to  him,  and 
said,  Why  sittest  thou  thus,  musing  under  the  palm-lreeRt 
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The  youth  raised  his  head,  and  ansiwered,  Nathan,  I  am  exceedingly 
desirous  to  behold  a  miracle. 

A  wish,  said  the  prophet,  with  a  smile,  which  I  entertained  myself 
in  my  juvenile  years. 

^  And  was  it  granted  ?  hastily  asked  the  prince. 

.  A  man  of  God,  answered  Nathan,  came  to  me,  bringing  in  his  hand 
a  pomegranate  seed.  Observe,  said  he,  what  this  seed  will  turn  to  !  He 
thereupon  made  with  his  finger  a  hole  in  the  earth,  and  put  the  seed  into 
the  hole,  and  covered  it.  Scarcely  had  he  drawn  back  his  hand,  when 
the  earth  parted,  andi  saw  two  small. leaves  snoot  forth  ;  but  no  sooner 
did  I  perceive  them,  than  the  leaves  separated,  and  ‘ffbm  between  them 
arose  a  round  stem,  covered  with  bark,  and  the  stem  became  every  mo¬ 
ment  higher  and  thicker. 

The  man  of  God  thereupon  said  to  me.  Take  notice  I  and  while  I 
observed,  seven  shoots  issued  from  the  stem,  like  the  seven  branches  on 
the  candlestick  of  the  altar. 

**  I  was  astonished,  but  the  man  of  God  motioned  to  me,  and  com¬ 
manded  me  to  be  silent,  and  to  attend.  Behold,  said  he,  new  creations 
will  soon  make  their  appearance. 

He  therefore  brought  water  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand  from  the  stream 
which  flowed  past,  and  lo !  ail  the  branches  were  covered  with  green 
leaves,  so  that  a  cooling  shade  was  thrown  around  us,  together  with  a  de¬ 
licious  odour.  Whence,  exclaimed  1,  is  this  perfume  amid  the  refreshing 
shade  ? 

*  Seest  thou  not,  said  the  man  of  God,  the  scarlet  blossom,  as  shooting 
forth  from  among  the  green  leaves,  it  hangs  down  in  clusters  ? 

I  was  about  to  answer,  when  a  gentle  breeze  agitated  the  leaves,  and 
strewed  the  blossoms  around  us,  airthe  autumnal  blast  scatters  the  wither¬ 
ed  foliage.  No  sooner  had  the  blossoms  fallen  than  the  red  pomegran¬ 
ates  appeared  suspt^nded  among  the  leaves,  like  the  almonds  on  the  staves 
of  Aaron.  The  man  of  God  then  left  me  in  profound  amazement. 

Nathan  ceased  speaking.  What  is  the  name  of  the  godlike  man  ? 
asked  Solomon  hastily.  Doth  he  yet  live  ?  Where' doth  he  dwell? 

Son  of  David,  replied  Nathan,  I  have  related  to  thee  a  vision. 

**  When  Solomon  heard  these  words  he  was  troubled  in  his  heart,  and 
said.  How  canst  thou  deceive  me  thus  P 

^  I  have  not  deceived  thee,  Son  of  Jesse,  rejoined  Nathan.  Behold  in 
thy  fathers  garden  thou  raayest  see  all  I  have  related  to  thee.  Doth  not 
the  same  thing  take  place  with  every  pomegranate,  and  with  the  other 
trees? 

**  Yes,  said  Solomon,  but  imperceptibly,  and  in  a  long  time. 

“  Then  Nathan  answered,  is  it  therefore  the  less  a  divine  work,  because 
it  takes  place  silently  and  insensibly  ?  Study  nature  and  her  operations  ; 
then  wilt  thou  easily  believe  those  of  a  higher  power,  and  not  long  for 
miracles  wrought  by  a  human  hand.” 


ANECDOTE. 


ImpanH&nexpdsed. — About  the  dawn  of  the  reformation  in  Scotland, 
pretedded  felicks  being  in  great  repute,  a  Roman  pedlar,  who  had  a  la^e 
stock  of  them,  opened  nis  pack  near  Haddington.  Among  other  varieties, 
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he  had  a  bell  which  had  a  rent  in  It  said  to  have  been  occasioned  by  a 
false  oath ;  and  pretended  that  such  was  its  sacred  sensibility^  that  if  any 
person  witliT  his  hand  on  it  dared  to  swear  falsehood,  it  would  rend,  and 
the  swearer’s  band  cleave  to  it ;  but  if  nothing  but  truth  was  sworn  it 
would  not  rend,  nor  the  s weaves  band  cleave  to  it.  One  Fermor,  a  sen¬ 
sible  man,  bent  upon  exposing  this  pretence,  begged  allowance  to  swear 
with  his  hand  upon  this  bell ;  and  holding  it  up  to  the  multitude,^tMf  they 
might  see  in  what  condition  it  and  his  hand  were,  he  laid  his  hand  on  it 
and  solemnly  swore,  ^  That^Ufe  Pope  was  JnluChristy  and  hie  Cardtno/s, 
Archbiahopey  Bishopj^  Prieete  and  Monke^  locuele  fhnn  hell  to  delude 
men  fronn^  fiai^^^^  Lifting  bis  hand  freely 

from  the  bell,  he  held  it  up  to  the  multitude,  that  they  might  see  that  no 
change  had  been  made  upin  it ;  and  that  according  to  its  owner,  be  had 
sworn  nothing  but  the  tnitn.  The  pedlar  slipped  off  ashamed,  nor  did 
any  more  of  his  sort  trouble  the  nation.  • 

Church  History. 


FROM  THK  BOSTON  RECORDER 


ON  IMPRUDENT  SPEAKING 


The  tongue  is  a  Jire^  a  world  of  iniquity  ^  it  sets  on  fire  the  course  of 
naiur^  and  is  set  on  fire  of  hell.^^ 

The  design  of  this  paper  is  not  to  bring  into  notice  what  is  commonly 
understood  by  false  speaking,  but  a  speaking  of  the  supposed  or  real  faults 
or  imperfections  of  absent  persons,  especially  in  the  presence  of  children. 

There  are  evils,  which  result  from  unnecessarily  speaking  of  the  real, 
or  supped  faults  of  absent  persons,  which  are  too  seldom  consider¬ 
ed. 

First,  it  is  a  waste  of  precious  time. 

Time  is  wasted,  when  it  is  needlessly  spent :  It  is  needlessly  spent, 
when  employed  in  needless  occupations  :  And  it  is  needlessly  occupied, 
when  we  speak  of  the  real  or  supposed  failings  of  others,  unless  obvious 
good  will  be  the  result.  In  all  other  casbs,  it  is  a  waste  of  time  ;  there¬ 
fore  wrong.  Dr.  Young,  speaking  of  the  preciousness  of  time,  says. 

Part  with  it  as  with  money,  sparingly ;  pay 
**  No  moment,  but  in  purchase  of  its  worth  ; 

**  And  what  is  worth  ?  ask  death-beds,  they  can  tell.^ 

2.  There  is  danger  of  exaggeration. — It  is  rare,  if  ever,  we  speak  of  the 
iailings  of  ab^nt  persons,  out  of  pure  friendship  to  them  and  to  truth.  In 
speaking  of  the  faalts  of  those  for  whom  we  do  not  entertain  sentiments 
of  entire  friendship,  we  are  very  liable  to  exaggerate  their  faults.  A  per¬ 
son  may  even  do  this  unconsciously.  Through  the  depravity  and  deceit- 
fulness  of  the  heart,  without  meaning  to  do  it,  he  may  give  it  a  coloring, 
which  will  amount  tn  exaggeration,  as  it  will  convey  an  ktea  that  the 
fault  b  greater  than  it  really  b. 

3.  There  b  danger  of  misrepresentation. — What  b  related  may  come 
thr^gh  several  hands  j  it  may  be  too  highly  colored  ;  h  may  come  with 
designed,  or  undesigned,  additions ;  or  some  important  part  may  be  omit- 
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ted  :  different  words  from  the  original  may  be  used  in  the  recital,  which 
convey  a  different  meaning  ;  or  the  same  words  may  be  used  in  the  reci¬ 
tal,  whidi  convey  a  different  meaning  ;  the  same  words  maj  ^  used,  and 
yet,  in  a  different  connexion,  emphasis,  or  manner,  convey  a  different 
idea  from  what  was  intended.  Also,  by  the  omission  of  some  circumstance, 
or  circumstances,  which  have  an  important  bearing  on  the  subject,  a  very 
different  construction  will  be  put  upon  the  language,  and  conduct  in  ques¬ 
tion.  And  we  find  it  true,  in  fact,  by  some  means  or  other,  that  scarcely 
any  report  can  go  from  oue  house  to  another,  without  some  exaggera¬ 
tions  or  misrepresentations.  Hence,  the  person  spoken  of  is  injured. 

He  loses  the  respect  to  which  he  was  entitled,  and  #Uh  it  the  influence 
among  men,  which  otherwise  he  would  have. 

If  children  hear  such  unsavory  conversatio^^hey  will  imbibe  strong 
ideas  of  the  man’s  nnworthiness  of  respect,  amKrili  be  likely  to  treat  him 
^  accordingly.  And  if  he  be  capable  of  using  a  good  influence  for  his  own 
benefit,  it  is  so  far  lost  by  your  imprudent  speaking.  The  young,  having 
imbibed,  will  retain  the  sentiments  you  have  unguardedly  and  ungra¬ 
ciously  given  them  of  the  man,  as  long  as  they  live.  And  still  he  may  be 
a  man  worthy  of  the  high  respect  of  all. 

4.  It  is  injurious  to  those  who  relate,  and  to  those  to  whom  the  relation  i 
is  made. — It  dissipates  the  mind  of  such  as  are  accustomed  to  such  traffic, 
by  tossing  it  about  on  every  foolish  and  slanderous  report,  and  away  from 
subjects  of  permanent  utility.  The  mind  familiarizes  itself  with  faults 
and.  crimes;  and,  by  imperceptible  degrees,  loses  the  salutary  influence 
of  the  moral  principle.  And  If  the  person  slandered,  (if  I  may  cal|iit  slan¬ 
der,)  is  capable  of  exercising  a  good  influence  over  tbe  young,  that  influ¬ 
ence  is  lost  on  them,  as  they  have  received  from  your  recital,  or  loose  f] 
conversation,  a  contemptible  idea  of  that  man.  They  will  carry  to  their 
graves  such  opinions  of  him  as  will  effectually  prevent  their  profiting  by 
the  best  efforts  he  is  capable  of  making. — Those  who  are  at  all  .acttainted 
with  the  power  of  prejudice  on  tbe  human  mind,  and  especially^on  the 
minds  of  children,  can  easily  believe  the  above  positions. — Those  pre  - 
judices,  or  preconceived  opinions  will  be  likely  to  grow  with  their  growth 
and  strengthen  with  their  strength.  And  scarcely  can  a  cojmteracting 
influence  be  found,  of  sufficient  power  ever  to  eradicate  those  false  impres¬ 
sions  from  their  minds. — They  will  not  be  able  to  weig^  in  an  even  bal¬ 
ance  the  foibles  or  the  crimes  of  other  men.  They  attend  not  to  the  vari¬ 
ous  circumstances  and  probable  coloring  of  the  thing/,  and  make  no  al¬ 
lowances,  which  mature  minds  would  probably  make ;  but  all  with  them  is 
plain,  established  truth,  however  venial  or  trivial  the  supposed  foible  or 
crime  may  be. 

If  such  is  the  general  tendency  of  imprudent  speaking  on  character,  it 
must  be  most  pernicious  in  relation  to  ministers  of  tbe  gospel.  A  stigma 
may  be  fixed  upon  a  minister,  which  will  forever  fortify  the  mind  of  a 
child  against  tbe  truth  be  may  preach,  or  good  instructions  he  may  occa¬ 
sionally  give.  Those  early  impressions  are  durable  as  inscriptions  in 
marble,  and  will  have  a  baleful  influence  through  life.  However  trivial  a 
failing  may  be,  if  spoken  of  by  those  whom  they  esteem,  in  a  serious  way, 
children  wiU  consider  it  a  crime,  and  tbe  minister  unworthy  of  his  oflice. 

If  spoken  of  in  a  careless  or  ludicrous  way,  it  will  beget,  in  the  young 
miod,  contempt,  which  will  not  only  prevent  the  reception  of  truth  from 
that  minister  with  all  readiness  of  mind,”  but  all  hb  instructions  will  be| 
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heard,  if  heard  at  all,  with  a  sort  of  contemptuous  jeer,  and  they  will  treat 
him  with  scornful  derision  wherever  they  may  see  him. 

Further-|J^eir  unlogical  minds  will  judge  all  ministers  muchiidike. — 
From  the  ^Kf  whom  they  have  beard  what  they  judge  criminal  and 
contemptible,  they  judge  olL  Qth^  ministers,  and  can  early  learn  to 
cast  a  sneer  of  contempt  upon  d^ttole  order  of  the  priesthood. 

But  the  evil  stops  not  hereV^^lW^  early  learn  to  contemn  the  office  it¬ 
self.  The  personal  treatment  o/^inisters,  and  the  estimation  in  which 
they  are  held,  considered  in  itself,  is  comparatively  of  little  consequence. 
But  they  will  associate  the  office  with  the  persons  holding  it.  And  if  they 
contemn  the  office,  it  would  bo  strange  if  they  did  not  religion,  which 
characterizes  the  office.  Both  would  fall  below  veneration  and  serious  re¬ 
gard.  The  almost  vac^iyninds  of  chilc^ren,  who  are  all  eye,  and  all  ear, 
and  who  yet  are  intellige^Ho,  undoubtedly,  take  more  notice,  receive 
more  ideas,  and  retain  mor^f  what  they  hear,  than  is  generally  imagined: 
and  especially,  if  what  they  hear,  is  of  /ihe^^ure  of  narrative,  or  of  a 
slanderous  character,  which  but  too  well  aMRs  with  the  tone  of  their 
depraved  natures.  Besides,  children  generally  believe  what  their  parents* 
say.  It  is  all  truth  ;  they  take  it  for  granted ;  never  call  it  in  question, 
and  never  examine  for  evidence. 

It  follows,  then,  that  parents  especially,  and  all  others,  should  be  ex¬ 
ceedingly  cautious  how  they  speak,  and  what  they  say,  in  the  presence  of 
children,  concerning  any  person,  but  most  especially  concerning  those, 
who  minister  in  holy  things.  It  is  undoubtedly  tnie,  that  many,  who 
grow  w  despisers  of  those  that  are  good,”  scoffers  at  rqligion,  and  at 
lengthlrocome  infidels,  received  their  first  unhallowed  impressions  in  the 
family  circle,  where  the  best  should  be  made,  and  where  the  best  are  easi¬ 
ly  made. 

If,  then,  you  wish  your  children  to  be  good  citizens  and  good  Chris¬ 
tians,  b^pxtremely  cautious  how  and  what  you  teach  them, — how  and 
what  jVsay  in  their  presence.  Attend  to  the  philosophy  of  the  human 
mind.  The  young  mind  is  easily  susceptible  of  impressions.  And  when 
t^  are  made,  be  they  of  whatever  character,  they  are  indelibly  made. 

are  forming  those  young  immortals  for  noble,  or  ignoble  deeds — for 
places  of  honor,  or  infamy — for  joy,  or  for  sorrow.  O !  that  the  minds  of 
parents — of  all,  to  whom  is  committed  the  care  of  children,  might  be  duly 
impressed  with  a  sense  of  their  high  responsibility.  They  are  accounta¬ 
ble  to  Grod  for  what  their  children  become.  It  depends  on  them,  under 
God,  whether  they  be  honourable  or  base.  Train  up  a  child  in  the 
way  he  should  go,  and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not  depart  from  it.” 

PHILANTHROPOS. 


APHORISMS. 

Nothing  is  such  an  obstacle  to  the  production  of  exeetfenee,  as  the  pow¬ 
er  of  producing  what  is  prtUy  good  with  ease  and  rapidi^. 

The  same  littleness  of  soul  that  makes  a  man  despise  inferiois,  and 
trample  on  them,  makes  him  abjectly  obseqiuous  to  superiors. 

f  never  tin  with  less  restraint  than  when  they  are  influenced  by 
MUScdociples of  conduct. 


FROM  THC  FAMILY  VlflTOR 


SONG  OF  FAITH 


How  sweetly  glides  the  tppqiii^oor 
When  I  with  my  ReeJi^erjAwell : 
While  o’er  my  head  ffis  blessings  pour^ 
And  round  my  hear^iirikiercies  swell. 

The  thoughts  of  long-enduring  grief 
With  saddening  recollections  come  : 
But  with  them  com^  the  sweet  belief 
That  thus  He  drew  His  wand’iilphome. 


Full  many  a  pang  I{e  gave  my  hesrt. 
While  stubby  sii/repell’d  His  power 
Yet  still  He  i^ipd  the  poignant  smart, 
When  yielding  nature  shrunk  no  more. 

E’en  in  the  darkest  hour  of  wo 
When  distant  seemed  the  promis’d  aid, 
His  accents  breathed  in  murmurs  low 
I  come  to  thee ;  be  not  afraid !” 


Then  rose  my  failing  courage  high 
While  wondering  friends  their  counsel  gave ; 

They  saw  not  that  the  Lord  was  nigh, 

And  knew  not  of  His  will  to  save ! 

’Twas  then  He  rescued  from  its  strife 
The  soul  that  sought  His  strength  to  prove ; 

And  as  His  mercies  sweetened  life 
That  soul  rejoiced  to  share  His  love ! 

Now  sweetly  glides  the  tranquil  hour 
When  I  with  my  Redeemer  dwell ; 

For  o’er  my  head  his  blessings  pour, 

And  round  my  heart  his  mercies  swell. 


To  CorreMpondetUs. — Several  "communications  from  L.,  and  one  from 
Trophimus  will  receive  due  attention.  We  regret  that  Honest  as  is  un** 
avoidably  postponed  till  our  next. 


